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RDERED by the Commons aflembled in Parliament, 
that Sir WiLLiam MaRSHam do give hearty Thanks 
from this Houſe to Mr. Owen, for his great pains in his Sermon 
preached before the Houſe yeſterday, at Max GAR E T's WesT- 
MINSTER; and that he be deſired to print his Sermon at large, 
as he intended have delivered it, if time had not prevented him, 
wherein he is to have the like Liberty of printing thereof, as 
others in like kind uſually have had. 


EN. SCOBELL, Cler. Part. 
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DD & + 128 
LL that I ſhall preface to the enſuing Diſ- 


courſe is, that ſeeing the Nation's Welfare 
and your own Actings are therein concerned, 
the Welfare of the Nation, and your own 
Proſperity in your preſent Actings, being 10 
nearly related as they are to the things ot tae 
enſuing Ditcourſe; I ſhould be bold to preis 


you to a ſerious Conſideration of them as now 


preſented unto you, were 1 not aſſured, by your 
ready Attention unto, and favourable Accep- 
tation of their delivery, that being now Pub- 
liſhed by your Command, ſuch a requeſt would 
be altogether needleſs. The Subject Matter of 
this Sermon being of ſo great Weight and Im- 
portance as it is, it had been very deſirable that 
it had fallen on an Abler Hand; as alſo that 
more Space and Leiſure had been allotted to 
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the preparing of it, firſt, for ſo great, judicious, 


and honourable an Audience; And ſecondly, 


for public View, than poſſibly I could beg 
from my daily Troubles, Preſſures, and Temp- 
tations, in the midſt of a poor, numerous, pro- 
voking People. As the Lord hath brought it 
forth, that it may be uſeful to your Honourable 


Aſſembly, and the reſidue of Men that wait 


for the Appearance of the Lord Jeſus, ſhall be 
the ſincere Endeavour at the Throne of Grace, 


i 
Your moſt unworthy Servant 
In the work of the Lord, 
 COLLEGESHALL, JOHN OWEN. 


Mar iſt, 1649. 
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HEB. xii. 27. 


And this word, Yet once more, fignifieth the removing 


of thoſe things that are ſhaken, as of things that axe 
made, that th:ſe things which cannot be ſhaken may 
remain. 


| 2 main deſign of the Apoſtle in this ſerip- 
ture to the Hebrews, is, to prevail with his 
countrymen who had undertaken the profeſſion of 
the Goſpel, to abide conſtant and faithful therein, 
without any apeſteſy unto, or mixture with Judiaſi, 
which God and themſelves had forſaken, fully mani- 
teſting, that in ſuch Sacꝶſliders the ſoul of the Lord 
bath no pleaſure, chap. 10. 38. \ 
A Taſk, which vhoſo undertaketh in any Age,ſhall 
find exceeding weighty and difficult, even to per- 
ſuade Profeſſors to hold out, and continue in the 


glory of their Profeſſion unto the end, chap. 10. 


36. Prov. 22. 13. & 26. 13. that with patience 
a A3 doing 
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doing the will of God, they might receive the promiſe, 
eſpecially if there be Lions in the way, if Oppoſition 
or Perſecution do attend them in their profeſſed ſub- 
jection to. the Lord Jeſus, © 
Of all that deformity and diſſimilitude to the 
Divine Nature which is come upon us by the fall, 
there is no one part more eminent, or rather no one 
Defect more evident, than Inconſtancy and Unſta- 
bleneſs of Mind, in embracing that which is ſpiri- 
tually Good. Man being turned from his unchange- 
able Reft, ſeeks to quiet and ſatiate his Soul with 
3 movings towards changeable things, Eſali 
116. 7. 1 A 0, 01 201 A 
Now he who <worketh all cur works for us, and in us, 
+ Ha. 26. 12. worketh them alſo * by us: and there- 
fore that which he will give, he perſuades us to have, 
that at once his Sumy and our duty may receive a 
manifeſtation in the ſame thing. Of this Nature 


is perſeverance. in the faith of Chriſt; which as by 


him it is promiſed, and therefore is a Grace, ſo to 
us it is preſcribed, and thereby is a Duty, Peta- 
mus ut det, quod ut habeamus jubet: Auguſt. Let 
us aſe. him to; beſtow, what he requires us to enjcy. 
Yea, Da Demine quod jubes, & jube guid vis: Give 
what, thou commandeſt, and command what thou 


pleaſeſt. 


* 1 


by 


As a Duty, it is by the Apoſtle here conſidered, 


and therefore preſſed on them, who by Nature were 


capable, and by Grace enabled for the performance 
thereof. Pathetical Exhortations then unto perſe- 


verance in the profeſſion of the Goſpel, bottomed 


on prevalent ſcriptural Arguments, and holy Rea- 


ignings, are the ſum of this Epiſtle. 


The Arguments the Apoſtle handleth unto the i 


End propoſed, are of two forts. 


1 Thefl. 1. . 2 Theſf. 1. 11. Deut. 10. 16. chap. 30. 6. 


Fzek. 18. 31. chap. 36. 26. Acts 11. 18. | 
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1. Principal. | | 
| 2. Deductive, or Emergencies from the firſt. 
I. His principal Arguments are drawn from two 
chief Fountains: : 
1. The Author : 
And, | | 
2. The Nature and End of the Geſpel. 
The Author of the Goſpel is either. 
1. Principal and immediate, which is God the 
Father, who having at ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, formerly ſpoken by the Prophets, herein ſpeak- 
eth by his Son, chap. 1. 1. 
2. Concurrent and inmediate; Jeſus Chriſt, this 
5 being begun to be ſpoken to us by the 
Lord, chap, 2. 3 
This latter he chiefly conſidereth, as in and by | 
whom the Goſpel is differenced from all other diſ- | 
penſations of the Mind of God. 
Concerning him to the End g 1. His Perſon, 
intended he — 2. His Employment, 
For his perſon, that thence he may argue to the 
Thing aimed at, he holdeth out, | 
1. The Infinite Glory of his Deity, being the | 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon. chap.. 1. 3. | | 
2. The infinite condeſcenſion of bis Love, in aſſum- 
ing Humanity: for becauſe the children were par- 
| takers of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf took part of the 
ſame, chap. 2. 14. | a 
And from the Conſideration of both theſe, he 
preſſeth the main Exhortation which he hath in hand, 
as you may ſee, chap. 2. 1, 2. chap. 3. 12, 13. &c. 
The Employment of Chriſt he deſcribeth in his 
Offices, which he handleth, 
I. Poſitively, and very briefly, chap. 1. 2, 3. 
2. comparatively, inſiſting chiefly on his Prieſt- 
hood, exalting in ſundry weighty particulars, above 
2 | | | * 
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that of Aaron, which yet was the glory of the Jew- 
Hh Worſhip, and this at large, cbap. 6, 7, 8, 9g, 10, 
And his being variouſly advanced and aſſerted he 
layeth as the main foundation upon which he plac- 
eth the weight and ſtreſs of the main End purſued, 
as in the whole Epiſtle is every where obvious. ' 
II. The ſecond Head of principal Arguments he 


ion, that there fhall need no more offering for fin, 
Chap. 10. 17. od 
2. Sanctifcatien: He puts his Laws in our bearts, 
and writes them in our minds, chap. 10. 16. in it 
purging our conſciences by the blood of Chriſt, 
chap. 9. 14. 

3. Perſeverance: TI will be to them a God, and they 
ſhall be to me a people: chap. 8. 10 Alll three 
being alſo held our in ſundry other Places. * 

2. Reſpectibely to the Covenant of Works: and 

in this regard aſſigns unto it, principal Qua- 

lifications, with many peculiar eminences them 

attending, too many now to be named: Now 
theſe are, n | _ 

1. That it is new; he faith the New Covenant, 

and hath made the firſt old, chap 8. 1. 
2. Better: It is a better Covenant, and built upon 
better promiſes,” chap. 8. 6, 7, 22 
3. Surer: Tlie Prieſt therof being ordained, not 
after the Law of a carnal Commandment, but after 
the Power of an endleſs Life, chap. 7. 16. Hj 
4.  Unalterable: So in all the Places before named 
and fundry others. 85 = 
Al which are made eminent in its peculiar Me- 
*dfator, Jeſus Chriſt: which is the ſum of chap. 2 
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N 

And ſtill in the holding out of theſe things, that 
they might not forget the End for which they were 
now drawn forth, and ſo exactly handled, he inter- 
weaves many pathetical Intreaties, and preſſing Ar- 
guments, by way of application, for the confirming 
and eſtabliſhing his Countrymen in the faith of this 
glorious Goſpel, as you may ſee almoſt in every 
Chapter. | 
2. His Arguments 1% principal, deduced from 
the former, being very many, may be refferred to 
theſe three Heads. 

1. The Benefits by them enjoyed under the Goſpel 

2. The Example of others, who by Faith and Pa- 
tience obtained the Promiſes, chap. 1 1 
From the dangerous and pernicious conſequence of 
backſliding, of which only I ſhall ſpeak. Now this 
he ſetteth out three ways. _- 

1. From the nature of that Sin; it is a crucifying 
to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and puiting him 10 
open ſhame, chap. 6. 6. a treading under foot the Son + 
of God, counting the blood of the covenant an unholy 
thing, and doing deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, chap. 
IO. 29. | 
| The Irremedileſs Puniſhment which attends 

that Sin: There remains no more facrifice for it, but a 
certain fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery in- 
aignation, that ſhall conſume the adverſaries, chap. 
10. 26, 27. 

3. The Perſon againſt whom peculiarly it is com- 
mitted, and that is he who is the Author, Subject, 
and Mediator of the Goſpel, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
concerning whom, for the aggravation of this Sin, 
he propoſeth two things: 

1. His Goodneſs and Love; and that in his great 
Undertaking to be a Saviour, being made like unto 
bis bretheren in all things, that he might'be a merciful 
end faithful high Prieſt in 8 pertaining to _ 
5 mate 
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mak reconciliaticn for the fins of the people, chap. 
And of this there is a tweet and choice 
x FI through the Whole diſcourſe, making 151 
ſin of Backfliding, againſt ſo much Love and Con- 
deſcenſion, appear exceeding ſinful. --- | 
2. His Greatneſs or pitch which he ſets" out 
two ways: 
1. Atſolutely,as he is God to be bleſſed for ever 
chap. 1. and it is a fearful thing to fail into the bands 


Ebbe living God, chap. 10. 31. 


„. Comparatively, as he is the Mediator of the 
new covenant, in reference to Moſes. And this he 
ſetteth forth, as by many and ſundry reaſonings in 
other Places of tlie Epiſtle, ſo by a · double Teſti- 

mony in this 12th Chapter, making; that inference 
from them both which you have ver. 25. See that 
Jou refuſe not him that ſpeaketh: for if they eſcaped 
not who refuſed bim who ſpake on earth, 'ho%v much 
more ſhall not we eſcape if we turn away from bim who 
ſpeaketh from heaven. 
Now the firſt Teſtimony of his Power, is taken 
from a Record of what he did heretofore; the 6ther 
from a Prediction of what he will do hereafter. The 
firſt you have ver. 26. in the firſt Part of it. His voice 
THEN ſhook the earth: Then, that is, when the 
Law, was delivered by him as it is deſcribed ver. 
18, 19, 20. foregoing. When the Mountain, up- 
on which it was delivered, Exod. 19. 18, 19. the 
mediator, Moſes, into whoſe hand it was delivered, 
and the Pecple for whole uſe it was delivered, did 
all ſhake and tremble, chap. 20. 18. at the Voice 
Power, and Preſence of Chriſt; who, as it hence 
appears, 15 that Fehovah who gave the Law, Ex.20.2. 
The other, in the ſame verſe, is taken from a 
Prediction out of Haggai 2. 16. of what he will do 
hereafter, even demonſtrate and make evident his 
Power beyond whatever he before affected: He hath 
promiſed, 
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promiſed, ſaying, Yet once more, 1 ſhake not the earth 
only, but alſo the heavens. + | 

And if any one ſhall aſk, wherein this effect of 
the mighty Power of the Lord Jeſus conſiſteth, and 
how from thence Profeſſors may be prevailed upon 
to keep cloſe to the Obedience of him in his King- 
dom; the Apoſtle anſwers, ver. 27. And this 
word, Yet once more, ſignifies the removing of theſe 
things that” are ſhaken, as f things that are made, 
that thoſe things which cannot be ſhaken may remain. 
And thus am I ſtepped down upon the words of my 
Text, finding them in the cloſe of the Arguments 
drawn from the Power of Chriſt, to perſwade Pfo- 
feſſors to Conſtancy in the Paths of the Goſpel, 
and having paſſed thro their Coherence, and 
held cut their Aim and Tendence, their Opening 
and Application comes now to be conſidered, and 
herein theſe three things. | 

1. The Apoſtle's Aſertion; The things that are 
ſhaken ſhall be removed, as things that are mage. 
2. The proof this Aſſertion: This word, once mare, 
ſignifieth, no leſs. 
3. His Inference from this Aſſertion, thus proved 
The things that cannot be ſhaken muſt remain, 
In the firſt I ſhall conſider, . 
1. What are the things that are ſhaker. 
2. What is their ſhaking. a 

3. What their removal being ſhaken. 

For the firſt, there is great variety of Judgment 
amongſt Interpreters; the foregoing Verſe tells us, 
it is not only the“ Earth, but the Heaven alſo; but 
now what Heaven and Earth this ſhould be, is du- 
bious, 1s not apparent. So many different apprehen- 

ſions of the mind of God in theſe words, as have any 
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likeneſs of Truth, I muſt needs recount and remove 


that no prejudice may remain from other Concep- 
tions againſt that which from them we ſhall aſſert! 

The Earth (ſay ſome). is the Men of the Earth 
living thereon; and the Heavens are the Angels, their 
bleſſed Inhabitants; both ſhaken or ſtricken with 
amazement, upon the nativity of Chriſt, and preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, The Heavens were ſhaken, 
when ſo great things were , accompliſhed, as that 
the Angels themſelves agſired to look into them, 1. Pet. 
I. 12. And the; Earth was filled with Amazement. 
when the Holy Ghoſt being poured out upon the 
Apoſtles for the preaching of the Goſpel, Men of 
every Nation under Heaven were amazed,and mar- 
velled at it Ads. 2. 5, 6, 7. Thus Rollocus, Piſ- 
cator, and ſundry. other famous Divines. But, 

1. The ſhaking here intimated by the Apoſtle, 
was then when he wrote under the Pri, not 
actually accompliſhed, as were the things by them 
recounted; for he holds it forth as an iſſue of that 
oreat Power of Chriſt, which he would one day 
exerciſe for the further eſtabliſhment of his King- 
dom. | 

2. This that now is to be done, muſt excel that 
which formerly was done at the giving of the Law, 
as is clearly intimated in the inference, Then he ſhook 
the Earth, but now the Heavens alſo, (It 1s a gradation 
to an higher demonſtration of the Power of Chriſt) 
which that the things of this Interpretation are, is 
apparent. > | | 

3. It is marvellous, theſe learned Men obſerved 
not that the Heavens and theEarth ſhaken, ver. 26. are 
the things to be removed, ver. 27 Now how are 


1 


— 
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Angels and Men removed by Chriſt? are they not 
rather gathered up into one ſpiritual Body and Com- 
munion? Hence, ver. 27. they interpret the ſbaten 
things to be judicial Ceremonies, which. ver. 26. they 
had faid to be Men and Angels. | 

2. Others by Heaven and Earth, Werden the 
material parts of the World's Fabric commonly ſo 
called; and by their ſhaking, thoſe portentous ſigns 
and Prodigies, with Earthquakes, which appeared in 
them at the Birth and Death of the Lord eus. 
A new Star, preternatural Darkneſs, ſhaking of the 
Earth, opening of Graves, rending of Rocks, and the 
like are, to them, this ſhaking of Heaven and Earth 
Matt. 2. 2. & 27. 45. Luke. 23. 44, 45. Matt 
27. 51. 52. So Junius, and after him moſt of ours. 

But this interpretation is obnoxious to the ſame 
Exceptions with the we and alſo others: For, 

1. Theſe things being g paſt before, how can they 
be held out under a Promiſe? 

2. How are, theſe ſhaken things removed, which 
with their ſhaking they muſt certainly be, as in my 
Text? 

3. This ſhaking of Heaven and Earth, is aſcribed 
to the Power of Chriſt as Mediator, whereunto theſe 
Signs and Prodigies cannot rationally be aſſigned, 
but rather to the * Sovereignty of the Father bearing 
Witneſs to the Nativity and Death of his Son: So 
that neither can this Conception be faſtened on the 
Words. 

3. The Fabric of Heaven and Earth, is by others 
alſo intended, not in reſpect of the ſigns and Pro- 
digies formerly wrought in them; but of that Diſ- 
ſolution, or as they ſuppoſe, Alteration, which they 
ſhall receive at the laſt Day: So Paræus Grotius, 
and many more, Now, tho theſe avoid the Rock of 


holding out as accompliſhed, what is only promiſed 


— 
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yet this Gloſs alſo is a Drek disfiguring the Mind. 


of God in the Text: For, 


1. The Things here aid to be Aale, a0 lde 
2 plain oppoſition to the things that cannot be ſhaken 
nor removed, and therefore they are to be removed, 
that theſe may be brough tin. Now the to 
be brought in are the th of the Kingdom the 
Lord Jeſus. What oppoſition, I pray, do the ma- 
terial Fabric of abe and Earth ſtand in to the 
Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus? doubtleſs none irre 
being the proper Seat of that Kingdom. 
2. There will on this Ground, be no bri 


in of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, untill i 
that Kingdom, in the Sence here inſiſted on is 2 


ceaſe, that is, aſter the Day of Judgment, when 
the Kingdom of Grace Wall have Place no more. 

Thoſe are the moſt material and likely. Miſtakes 
about the words: I could eaſily give out, and pluck 
in again, three or four other warpi Senſes, but 1 
hope, few, in theſe days of accompliſoing, will once 
tumble at them: the true egg Hed the Spirit, by the 
help of that Spirit of Truth, comes next to be un- 
folded: and fit, what are che things that are ſhaken. 

1. As the Apoſtle here applies a part of the Pro- 


| phecy of Haggai, ſo that Prophecy, even in the next 


words, gives light unto the meaning of the Apoſtle. 
Look what Heaven and Earth the Prophet ſpeaxs 
of; of thoſe, and no other, ſpeaks the Apoſtle. 
The Spirit of God, in the Scripture, is his own 
beſt Interpreter. Sce then the order of the words 
as they lay in the Prophet; Haggai. 2. 6, 7. I will 
* Heavuek and Earth: I will Hale all Nations. 


Nu. erg Faun jentuin ngredieris, nil Pauli, Spiritum 


imbiberis: Ber, fer. de Monte. To xplopa $I%0u1n Vai; wiph wa 
Tar, 1 Joh. 2: 27 i . le veumas YA htẽ a. apa 
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God * Fares Theres and Earth, when he'ſhakes 


all Nations: that is, he ſhakes the Heaven and Earth 
of the Nations.- I will ſhake Heaven and Earth, and 
1 will ſhake all Nations, is a Pleonaſm for, I wil 
ſhake the Heaven and Earth of all Nations. Theſe 
are the things ſhaken in my Text. | 

The Heavens of the Nations, what are they? even 
their Political Heights and Glory, thoſe Forms of 
Government which they have framed for themſelves 
and their own' Intereſt; with the Grandeur and 
Luſtre of their Dominions. 

The Nations Eartb, is the multitudes of their 
People, their Str and Power whereby their 
Heavens or Political Heights are ſupported. _ 

It is then neither the material Heavens and Earth 
nor yet Moſaical Ordinances, but the Political 
Heights and ſplendour, the popular Multitudes and 
Strength of the Nations of the Earth, that are thus 
to be ſhaken, as ſhall be proved. 

That the Earth, in Prophetical Deſcriptions or 
Predictions of things, i is frequently, yea, almoſt al- 
ways taken for. the People and Multitudes of the 
Earth, needs not much proving: One or two In- 
ſtances ſhall ſuffice: Rev. 12. 16.» The Earth helped 
the Woman againſt the flood of the Dragon: Which 
that it was the multitudes of Earthly 5 none 
doubts. Pſal. 68. 9. Hab. 2. 20. Mat. 2 
1. Sam. 14. 25. T hat an Earthquake, or ſhaki 
of the Earth, are popular commotions, is no 
evident from Revel. 11. 1 3- where by an Earth» 
quake, great Babylon receives a fatal Blow. 

And for the Heavens, wether they be the politi- 
cal Heights of the Nations, or the Grandeur of Po- 
| tentatesz let the Scripture be Judge; I mean when 
uſed in this ſenſe of ſhaking, or eſtabliſhment. 

Ja. 51. 15, 16. I am the Lord thy God, who 
divided the ſea whoſe waves reared: The E 
0 
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of Ho Hoſts is his name. And I have put my words in 
thy mouth, and have covered thee in the ſhadow of 
mine hand, that I may plant the Heavens, and lay the 
| foundations of the Earth, and ſay unto Sion, T. * art 
my people. 

By a repetition of what he hath done, he th. 
bliſheth his People in expectation of what firſt he 
will do. And, 

1. He minds them of that Wonderful Deliver- 


ance from an Army behind them, and an Ocean 


betore them, by his miraculous preparing dry paths 
for them in the Deep; I am -the Lord who divided 
the ſea, whoſe Waves roared. © © 

2. Of his gracious acquainting them with his mind, 
his Law and Ordinances, at Horeb: I have (faith he) 
Put any words in thy mouth. 

3. Of that favourable and ſingular Protection 
afforded them in the Wilderneſs, when they were 
encompaſſed with Enemies round about: 7 covered | 
thee in the ſhadow of mine hand. 

Now, to what End was all this? Why, faith he, 
that I may plant the Heavens, and lay the foundations 
of the Earth? What! of theſe material viſible Hea- 
vens and Earth? 2460 Years before at leaſt, were 
they planted and Eſtabliſhed: It is all but making 
of Zion a People, which before was ſcattered in diſ- 
tinct Families. And how is this done? Why the 
Heavens are planted, or a glorious frame of Go- 
vernment and Polity 1s erected amongſt them, and 
the multitudes of the People are diſpoſed into an 
orderly Commonwealth, to be a firm foundation 
and bottom for the Government amongſt them. 
This is the Heavens and Earth of the Nations 
which is to be ſhaken in my Text. 
Ia. 34. 4. All the hoſt of heaven ſhall be di 72 
ed, and the heavens ſhall be rolled together as a ſcrole, 
and all their hoſt ſhall fall down as the leaf falkth frog 
| 6 1 
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e vino. Now theſe diſſolved, rolled Heavens, are 
no other but the Power and Heights of the oppo 
ſing Nations, their Government and Tyranny, eſpe- 
cially chat of Idumea, as both the foregoing and fol- 
lowing verſes do declare, The Indignation of ibe 
Lord (faith he) is upon the nations, and his fury upon 
their. armies, be bath delivered them to the ſlaughter; 
their ſlain 3 & | 


Jerm. 4. 23, 24, 25- I bebeld the earth, and lo. 


it was without furm and void; and the heavens, and 
they. had no ligbt. I beheld the mountains and lo they 
ftrembled, and all the hills moved ligbily. Here's Hea- 
ven and Earib ſbaten; and all in the raiſing the Po- 
litical State and Common- wealth of the ==_ by 
the  Babylonians, as is at large deſcribed in the 
Verſes following. 
 Ezek 32. J. 
the ſtars thereof dark: I will cover the ſun with a 
cloud, and the moon ſpall not give ber light: and all 
be bright lights of heaven will Imake dark over thee, 
and ſet darkneſs upon thy land, ſaith the Lord God. 
Behold, Heaven and Earth, Sun, Moon and Stars, 
all ſhaken and confounded in the deſtruction of 
Egypt: the thing the Prophet treats of, their King- 
dom and Nation being to be ruined. 
Not to hold you too long upon what is ſo plain 
and evident, you may take it for a rule that in the 
denunciations of the Judgments of God, through 
all the Prophets, Heavens, Sun, Moon, Stars, and 
the like appearing Beauties and Glories of the aſ- 
pectable Heavens, are taken for Governments, Go- 
vernors, Dominions in Political States, as Ja. 14. 


12, 13, 14, 15. Jer. 15. 9. Chap. 5 1. 25. J. 


13. 13. Pſal. 68. 8. Joel. 2. 10. Rev. 8. 12. 
Matt. 24. 29. Luke, 21. 25. Ja. 60. 20. Obad. 
oo Rev. 8. 13. Chap, It, 13. chap. 20. IT. 
0 | D -  Furthermors 
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Furthermore, to confirm this Expoſition, St. Jan 
in the Revelation holds conſtantiy to the ame man- 
ner of expreſſion: Heaven: and Earth in that Book, 
are commonly thoſe which we have deſcribed. In 
particular this isemmently apparent, Chap. 6. 12. 
19, 14, 155 Ver. Hud bebeld, and when be had 

the fixth feat, there was @ great Bartbguake, and 
the Sun became black as acldlub of of hair, and the moo 
became as blood. Aud the ſtars of 6eaven fell unto the 
zerth : And the heaven departed as à ſenull when it ix 
rolled 1 and every mountain ud and were 
2 Places, Sc. n 
80 2 — ng mals eftün Pagen Roe 
miſh State, the Plagues and Commotiens of her peo+ 
ple, the dethroning her Idol- worſhip, and deſtruction 
of Perſecuting Emperors and Captains, with the 
tranſition of Power and Sovereignty, from one ſort 
to another, is here held out under this Grandeur of 
Wonds, being part of the a ,. end 
Earth in my Text. 
£0 Aid hide hereunto, that the Promiſes of the 

Reftoration of God's People into a glorious Con- 
- Gtion, after all their Sufferings, is perpetually in 
the Scripture, held out under the fame terms; and 
you have a plentiful demonſtration of this Point. 

Ita. '65 17. Behold ! I create new beavens, and a 
mew earth: and the former ſhall wat be remembered, 
nur come into my mind, ver. 18. Be you glad and nejoice 
for euer in that 'which 1 create, &c. See J. 66. 

22, 23, 24. 

2 Pet. 3. 13. Nevertheleſs we, according ro bis pro- 
— look for new-beavens, and @ new earth, wherein 
Eavelleth righteouſneſs. 


Rev. 21. 1. Lic a new bezes and 6 ne arty ; 


3 Dh Mt. Rr 


Euſeb. Feele/. 25. 25.9 8. 10. be e N Do wite 
-Conltan. Ib. 1. cap. 50, 5 1, 2. far 


* 
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For the firſt heaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away, 
and there was no more fea. The Heaven and the 
Earth is reſtored, but the Sea, that ſhall be no more. 

Thofe gatherings together of many Waters, Cen. 
1. 10. Rivers from all Places or pretended Cler- 

gymen from all nations, into wt councils, which 
were the Sea or many Haters, on which the W hore 
fat, Rev. 17. 1. ſhall have no place at all in the 

Church's reſtored condition. 

I hope it is now _ cleared, what is meant b 
the things that are ſhaken; even the politic 
heights, the ſplendour or ſtrength of the Nations of 
the Earth, the foundation of the whole is id, “ and 
our heap (or Building, if your favour ſo accept it) 
will go on apace; for the Analogy hereof the 
reſidue of the words be interpreted. 

Part II.] The ſecond thing conſiderable is, what 
is the ſhaking of theſe things ? To this the Anfwer 
is now made brief and facile. Such as are the /bings 
ſhaken, ſuch muſt their ſhaking be; Spiritual if Spi- 
ritual; Natural, if Natural? Civil, if Civil. Now, 
they being declared and proved to be Civil things, 
ſuch alſo is their ſhaking; Matt. 24. 6, 7. Jer. 
4. 19. Ja. 9. 5. Now, what is a Civil thaking 
of Civil Conſtitutions? How are ſuch things done 
in the World? What are theſe Earthquakes? 
Truly the accompliſhment hereof is in all Nations 
ſo under our Eyes as that I need not ſpeak one word 
thereunto, 8 
Part. III.] Neither ſhall J inſiſt upon the third 
Enquiry, vis. ben this ſhaking ſhall be: The Tex 
is plain, chat it muſt be previous to the bringing in 
of thoſe things that cannot be moved; that is f the 


2 Dimidium facti, &c. 
t ebe xaigovs, 6 walng ivile i» T5 Id itegia;, Acts 1. 7. 
C170; ni Tere;, Matt. 24. 7+ ; 
D 2 proſ- 
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proſperous Eſtate of the Kingdom of Chriſt.” Onyx 
we may obſerve, that beſide other ſakings in par- 
ticular Nations of leſs general concernment and im- 
portance, this Prophecy hath and ſhall receive a 
two fold eminent Accompliſhment, with reference 
unto a two-fold eminent Oppoſition, which- the 
Kingdom of Chriſt hath met with in the World. 

_ Firſt from the Pagan Roman State, which at 
the Goſpel's firſt Entrance, held in ſubjection moſt 
of the chief Provinces of the then known world. 
What were the bloody endeavours of the Heaven 
and Earth of that State, for the ſuppreſſion thereof 


is known in our children: The Iſſue of the whole 


in the atcompliſhment of this Promiſe, ſhaking thoſe 
Heavens and Earth to pieces, I before pointed at 
from Rev. 6. 12, 13, 14, 15. beginning in the 
Plagues of the perſecuting Emperors, and ending in 
the Ruin of the Empire itſelf, But, A 

2, The anmovable things were not yet in their 
Glory to be brought in; more Seed of blood, muſt 
be ſown, that the end of the Goſpel's Year may- 
yield a plentiful Harveſt. That ſhaking was only 
for vengeance upon an old curſed, and not for the 
bringing in of a new bleſſed State, The vials of 
God's Wrath having crumbled the Heavens and 
Earth of Pagan Rome into ſeveral pieces; * and that 
Empire being removed as to its old form, by the 
Craft of Satan, it became moulded up again into a 
| Papal Sovereignty, to exerciſe all the Power of the 
. fir/t Beaſt, in Perſecution of the Saints, Rev. 13. 12. 
This ſecond Preſſure, though long and ſore, muſt 
have an End; The new moulded Heaven and Earth 
of Papal Antichriſtian Rome, running by a myſte- 
rious thread through all the Nations of the Weſt 


„ E xx Avus wages Kalcageg AVygErs, GToyeaProbar mar 
TYy cinewirm. Luke 2. 1. 4 
® To xclixove 2 Theſſ. 2. 6. 


muſt 


OF HEAVEN AND EAA. 21 


muſt be ſhaken alſo, Rev. 18. 2. Ja. 60. 12. 
Pſal. 2. 6. which when it is accompliſhed, there 
ſhall be no more Sea. There is not another Beaſt 
to riſe nor another State to be formed; let Endea- 
vors be what they will, the Lord Jeſus ſhall reign. 
And this for the opening of the firſt General Head. 
II. General Head. | 2dly, What is the Removal of 
Heaven and Earth being ſhaken? The word here tran- 
ſlated removal, is ubs. Whence that is come ta 
paſs I dare not poſitively ſay. This, doubtleſs, is a 
common fault amongſt Tranſlators, that they will 
accommodate the words of a Text to their own ap- 
prehenſion of the ſenſe and matter thereof. Under- 
ſtanding, as I ſuppoſe, that the things here ſaid to 
be ſhaken, were the Jewiſh Ordinances, they tranſ- 
lated their diſpoſition, a Removal; Heb. 11. 5. 
Jude. 4. Gal. 1. 6, Heb. 6. 18. Heb. 7. 12. as 
the truth is, they were removed: But the word ſig- 
nifies no ſuch thing. As its natural importance, 
from its riſe and compoſition is otherwile, ſo nei- 
ther in the Scripture, or any prophane Author, 
doth it ever ſignify properly a removal: Tranſla- 
tion, or changing, is the only native, genuine im- 
port of it; and why it ſhould, in this place, be haled 
out of its own ſphere, and tortured into a new ſig- 
nification, I know not: Removal is of the matter, 
Tranſlation of the form only. It 1s not then a de- 
ſtruction and total amotion of the great things of 
the Nations, but a change, tranſlation, and new 
moulding of them, that is here intimated: They 
ſhall be ſhuffled together almoſt into their primitive 
Confuſion, and come out new moulded, for the In- 
tereſt of the Lord Jeſus. All the preſent States of 
the World are cemented together by Antichriſtian 
Lime, as I ſhall ſhew afterwards. Unleſs they be 


: 2 Muatioemw: Tem. Tranflationem. Eraſm. Ar. Mont. 
+ This ſeems to be wonderfully 3 in our preſent "yy 
| D 3, * 
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i is ſo ſhaken as to have every cranny ſearched and 
= ' bruſhed, they will be no quiet habitation for the 
'F Lord Chriſt and his People. This then is the 
fecſabecis of the Heaven and Earth of the Nations. 
Now this is evident, from that full prediction 
which you have of the Accompliſhment hereof, 
Il Rev. 17. 12, 13, & 16. 
3 Vier. 12. The Kingdoms of the Weſt receive power 
= at one hour with the Beaſt. | 
| Yer. 13. In their Conſtitution and Government 
_ at firſt received, they give their Power to the Beaſt, 
| 4 and fight againſt the Lamb. - 
_ ; 


Ver. 14. The Lamb, with his faithful and choſon 
ones, overcomes them, There their Heaven and Earth |. 

zs ſhaken; | | | 
Ver. 16. Their power is tranſlated, new moulded, 
and becomes a power againſt the Beaſt, in the hand of - 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

This then is the ſhaking and removal in my Text; 
which is faid to be as of things that are made; that is, 
by Men, through the concurrence of Divine Pro- 
vidence, for a ſeaſon; (which making you have, 
Rev. 17. 12. & 17. ) not like the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, which being of a purely divine Conſtituti- 
on, ſhall by no Human Power receive an End. 

The other parts of the Text follow briefly. 

The next thing is, the Apoſtle's proof of this aſ- 
ſertion. And he tells you, this once more, the be- 
ginning of the Sentence he urged from the Pro- 
Phet ſignifies no leſs. The words in the Prophet 
are, N18 MW NN D yet once, it is a little; me- 
gat hi, it is à little; is left out by the Apoſtle, as 
not conducing to the Buſineſs in hand: . d, 
(as he rendereth bod achath ) are a ſufficient de=. 
monſtration of the aſſertion. In themſelves they 
hold out a commutation of Things; and as they 
ſand in conjunction in that place of the Prophet, 

| declaring 
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declaring that that ſoaking and commutation muſt 
be fir the hringlns is hain Kingdom of the Lord 


Chriſt. In bnef being Interpreted by the ſame 


ſpirit whereby they were indited, we know the ex- 


Poſition 4 is true. 
The laſt bead remaineth under two particulars, 
1. What are the things that cannot be ſhaken. 
2. What is their remaining. N 
For the firſt, the things that cannot be baten, 
ver. 24. are called a kingdom that cannot be removed 
ver. 28. A Foes: ſubject to none of thoſe 


ſhakings and alterations which other dominions 


have — 2 fro withal; Pſal. 2. 6. Pſal. 


110. 2. Acts 2. 36. Rev. 1. 18. 1 Cor. 15. 24, 25, 


26, 27. Daniel calls it, A nat giving of the kingdom ta 
another people, Dan. 2, 44. Not that cecumenical 


kingdom which he hath with his Father, as King. 
of nations, but that cecumenical kingdom which he 


hath by diſpenſation from his Father as King of 
Saints. Now this may be conſidered two ways : 
ms if purely internal and ſpiritual, which is 
the rule of his ſpirit in the * of all his Saints, 
Luke 6. 20. Mark 12. 24, &c. This cometh not 


with obſervation, it is within us, Luke 17, 20, | 


21, conſiſting in righteouſneſs, 1 and joy in 
x Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17 


2. As . and a as Frag in Goſpel Admi- , 


niſtrations, ſo 1s Chriſt deſcribed as a King in the 
midſt of their Kingdom. Rev. 1. 14, 15, 16, 17, 


theſe may be again conſidered two ways: 
1. In reſpect of their eſſence and being; and ſo 
they have been, are, and ſhall be, continued in all 
Ages: He bath built bis Church upon 4 Rock, and 


s * bell Mr nal er againſt it. Matt, 
IV, 18. 
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2. In referette? to the extent in 


"OY g. Subjects, With de e 0 ip bes 4 
6, 7-8, 9, Which i — 7 Ky . ae $0 
great in tfie lattef days 
. 5 he laſt "days, that "the Mifflin 0 2 5 ty 22 
0. 18.19% Je eftabliſed in the ' of Nee went, ana 
A 185 1. Hall beexatted: above" the" „ ant all matt ons Bo all 
flow unto_it; Ta. 2. 4. Wan eee W 
. Theſe then Are the things which cantiot 2 
which we may reduce to thitee heads. 
- "1, The growth'of Righteouſneſs, p date di 
Ha. 49. the Saints being filled with light e 
18. 19- the ſpecial preſence of Chriſt With 4 wendetfo PH 7 


a Det For the number of them, multitudes of the 


1. 2,3, the Jews and fulneſs of the Gentiles meeting in bne 
#c. v. 1125618; and there dwelleth Righteouſneſs; 2 Pe Je 1. 
6 lad + 1, adminiſtration of "Goſpel ordinances, 
16, 17. Power and: pifity according to the appointme: 
Excl. 43, and unto the acceptation" of the Lord Jeſus. The 
> Femple of God and the" altar being made” ane; "rhe 
— 9 45 ae court aefiled with Ce worſhip, ts 1} our, 
15 &c. Nev. Nee bets Sd 
Ia. 4922 3. The glorious and viſible rmanifeilation of thoſs 


| A „ 66. Adminiſtrations, in the Eyes of all the World, in 


21. peace and quietneſs, Mone making afraid," or "buys 
Mal. 3. 3. ing in the whole mountain of the Lord, If, 655 (28; 
Ene3: 10”. For the perſonal reign of the Lord Jef De 


Gio vefies Lam not, and eurioſities 1 would not 
G 54. be acquainted.” DW MOV HOLY WR 

5 12. 19 Bit as for ſuch, who tem hence 0, Lor by 5. 

niſter ends pretend to) fancy to themſelyes a ter- 

— 11. ene kin giy State, unto each private particular 

Saint, ſo ali it a bottom, vivendi ut velis, for 

or one to do that dern is good. in his own IG 
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to the diſturbance of all order and authority civil 
and ſpiritual, as they expreflly claſh againſt innume- 
rable promiſes, ſo they r Ae introduce ſuch con- 
fuſion and diſorder, as the foul of the Lord Jeſus 
goth exceedingly abhor. 

It is only the three named, with, their ne- 
1 de ces, that I do aſſert. 

And laſtly, of theſe it is ſaid, they muſt remain, 
that i is, continue, and be 165 as the 
word is often uſed; Rom. 9 

The words of che Text ** unfolded, and the 
mind of the Holy Ghoſt in them diſcovered, I ſhall 
from them commend to your Chriſtian conſideration 
this following poſition. 


2 er Jeſus Chrif, by bis mighty power 

in theſe l. ter days, as Antichriſtian Tyrrany draws 
#0 its period, will ſo far SHAKE and TRANS- 
LATE te POLITICAL HEIGHTS, GO- 
VERNMENTS, and STRENGTH of the NA- 
TIONS, as e ſerve for the full bringing in of bis 

8 Kingdom? the Nations fo ſhaken, becom- 
Hh ty a quiet bevtain for the people of theme 


the doctrine be clikr from the Text, 
— — fade ſeriptural confirmation, 

— 0 __ weight and concernment. 

Dan. Aud in the days of THESE 
KINGS, ſhall the God of 727 end 4 Kingdom, 
which ſhall never be deſtroy the agdow Dal 
not be left to other L ſhall break in pieces, 
and —— all e 2 it Mall tand. for 
| That this is affirmed of the kingdom of Chriſt 
under the Goſpel, none ever doubted. 

| ® See fleming's A , Extraordi ny Diſ- 
. 
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Fo i Its Wn ability, bal never bone, 5 
t Por the ffrlt) there f is great debate; about the 
ptm A Seton of che accompliſhing of chis pre- 

51 0 uch heſitation who thoſe Kings are; in 
fel the Nissle of Chriſt is eminently to 


| 25 a ed. In the days when the two legs of: the 


Nyman Empire thall be divided into ten Ki 


| and thole, — hav 8 ſed themiſelves'to te 


wer of Chrift „chat 151 the days wherein webve, 
1lome; * ea, "oft « of the ancients tobk this for 
the Romy "mpire;" and to"theſt, the bringing 8 
of the Kingdom af Chriſt, is che Ectabliſmment f it 


iu theſe days: Others Unclerſtand the Syrian and 


r Sof the Greciah Monarchy, and the 
nedom, to be in his Birkf; 
V wherelu certain- 
J will not contend 
with a hereahouts:' iy 1 ſhall 'oppoſe 
one or To things to this Aber At. pr retation Hari 
2. The Fi om of Syria was Be yedf | 
Wig gebe Roman Province fixty*Y ears-be- 
fore the Nativit Nenn thirty i 


and ing of che G 
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here intimated; and ſo conſequently the Kingdom 
of Chriſt to be eſtabliſhed, is that glorious admini- 
Atration thereof which in theſe days, their days, he 
NEARS omit. in ie ior ater 503 uo 
Be it ſo, or otherwiſe, this from hence cannot be 
denied, that the Kingdom of Chriſt will aſſuredly 
ſhake and tranſlate all oppoſing dominions, until it- 
ſelf be. eſtabliſhed in and over them all, 2 5 
eau, which js all I intend to prove from this place, 
The ten- partite Empire of the weſt, muſt give place 
to the ſtone cut out of the mountain without hands. 
Dan. J. 27. The Kingdom, and dominion, and 
greatugſi of. the Kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall 
e given to abe people of the ſaints of the moſt High, 
ubgſe Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and all do- 
Er and obey bim. Hitherto is the end 
It the, matter. WE SOT OR TIT I 1 
Either Antichriſt is deſcribed in the cloſe of this 
chapter, or one very like him, ee painting 
Him in the Revelation with all his Man's. colours; 
Plainly intimating, that though in the firſt place, 
tthat mad raging, Tyrant Antiocbus the Wiuſerious was 
pointed at, yet that another was to riſe in his like- 
nels, with his craft and cruelty, that with the aſſiſt- 
ance. of the ten Horns, ſhould plague the faints of 
the Chriſtians, no leſs than the other had done thoſe 
of the, Fews. Now what ſhall be the Iſſue thereof 
ver. 26. His dominion. with bis adherents, ſhall be 
taten away and conſumed; And then thall it be gi- 
ven to the people of the moſt High, as before: Or 
they ſhall. enjoy the Kingdom of Chriſt in a peace- 
able manner; their Officers being made Peace, and 
their Exactors Rightecue sz. 
It 38;clearly evident, from theſe and other places 
in that prophecy, that he who is the only potentate 
- wall ſooner or later ſhake all the Monarchres of the It 
Earth, where he will haue his name known, chat all f 
© noni 18 E 2 "WY Nations ö 


- . 
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W may be ſuited to che Intereſt of his * 2 


dom, which alone is to endure... ... 

Je. 60. In many placrs, indeed throughout holds 
out the ſame. 
ia. The Nation and the Xing dim bia will» 
not ſerve thee, ſhall be broke to pieces» That is, all the 
Nations of the Earth; not a known Nation, but the: 


blood of the ſaints of Chriſt is found in the ſkirt: 
thereof. Now what ſhall be the if . e are 


fo 8 


Ver. 17. 18! Taste thine ae pants, 5 | 

thine Exutters Righteouſneſs : Violence Ball a0 me more be 
ard in thy land, waſting nor dęſtruction within ib 
Borders: but thou hall call thy EEO an 


tby gates praiſe. 


See at your leiſure to this purpoſe, Amer 9. 1 — | 
12, 13, 14, 15. Jer. 31. 23, 24, 25. mm 33. 2, 5 


22, 23, 24. 


I ſhall only add that punctual digen which e. 
you have of this whole matter as Daniel calls it in 
the 3 with reſpect unto its accompliſhment, 


The Roman Harlot having procured the 
ten — or Kingdoms, into which the laſt head af 


the Roman Empire 5 ſprouted, about the Year 450, 


by the inundation of the Northern Nations to join 


with her, they together make war againſt the Lamb, 


ver. 12, 13, 14. 

12 Hie tor en dib then, 00 (up che 
laſt head of the great beaſt, the Roman Monarchy) 
are ten Kings which have received no 
(to wit, when John ſaw the viſion ) 4ut receive 
oo as Kings one hour with the Beaſt, (about 400 

ears after this, the Pope aſcending to his Sove- 


reignty, and theſe weſtern nations growing into dil- 


tinct dominions ahout the fame time.) 
13. Theſe: have one, mind, (that is, as to the Buſi- 
| neſs i in hand, for otherwiſe they did and do vex — 
| — cr 


1c. wh 
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another with perpetual broyls and wars) and ſball 
give their power and ſtrength to the beaſt (or ſwear 
to defend the rights of cb Church, which is no 
1 chan Babylon, and act accordingly,) F 
mate war with the Lamb, ( having 
4 ar undertaken the defence of holy church, 
or Babylon, they perſecuted the poor hereticks with 
Fire: and Sword; that is, the Witngfies of the Lamb 
and in them the Lamb himſelf, (ſtriving to keep his 
Kingdom out of the world ) and the, Lamb ſhall 
overcome them, ſhaking and tranſlating them into a 
new mould and Frame; For be is Lord of lords aud 
King of kings; and they that are with bim (whoſe help 
and endeavours he will uſe) are called, and eboſen, 
and faithful. Vo 
16: The ten borns which thou ſaweſt upon the beaft, | 
(being:now ſhaken, changed, and tranſlated in mind, 
Intereſt, and 
whore, and ſhall make ber deſolate, (are Inſtrumental 
in the hand of Chriſt, for the ruin of that Anti- 
chriſtian State, which before they ſerved). and na- 
ted, and ſball eat her fleſh, and burn ber with fre. 
Hence, :chap. 18. 2. Babylon, and that whole 
Antichriſtian ſtate which was ſupported upon their 
power and greatneſs, having loſt its props, comes 
topling down to the ground; Babylon the great is fal- 
len, is fallen, ver. 2, and the ſaints take vengeance 
on the Whore for all her former rage and cruelty. 
Double to ber double, according to łer works, ver. 6. 
Ver. 9.“ And the Kings of the Earth (* being ſome  * 
« of them ſhaken out of their dominion, for reftu- : 


perhaps Government, ) theſe hate the - - 


* ſing.tocloſe with the Lamb) who have committed 


« fornication and lived deliciouſly with ber (learning 
40 and practiſing falſe 3 of ber — 


— 


This is a wonderful prediQion, and ſeems analy accow- 
Pliſhing. IV 
« ſhall 


7 
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c received ſuccour from her, her monſteries 
« ſhavelings, in their diſtreſs, whereunto ind 
" they were brought for her ſake) when they ſhall 

« ſee the ſmoke of ber burning, (beholding her _ 
<« neſs, ſtink, and confuſion, in her final deſò 
* Wien.) +14) 

« Now, all this ſhall be tranſacted with ſo uch 
« obſpurity and darkneſs, Chriſt not openly appear- 
ing unto. carnal Eyes, that though many ſhall be 
e purified and made white, yet the wicked ſhall do wick- 
„ edly, and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand; but the 
e wiſe ſhall underſtand, Dan. 12. 10. There ſhall be 
no ſuch demonſtration of the preſence of Chriſt, 
* openly to the Eyes of hardened Men: but at 
length having ſuffered the poor deceived wretch- 
es to drink of the cup prepared for them, he ap- 
e pears himſelf gloriouſly, chap. 1 TY. 13. in a more 

eminent manner than ever before, to the total 
e deſtruction of the reſidue of oppoſers. And that 
ce this will be the utmoſt cloſe 2775 that diſpenſation 
4 wherein now he walketh, I no way doubt.“ 

The aſſertion being cleared and proved, the rea- 
fn of it come next to be conſidered: and the firſt 
* that 

Kea 1. J.“ It ſhall be done by the way of recom- 
| pence. and vengeance. If is the great day of the wrath 
F the Lamb, Rev. 6. 17. The land ſhall be SOAKED 
WITH BLOOD, and the duſt made fat with fatneſs, 
for it is the day of the Lord's Vengeance, and the 
. year of 3 fer the controverſy of Zion, Iſa. 

34. 7, 8. The day of ve To is in his heart, 
oben the e year of his redeemed is come, Iſa. 63. 4. 


te ſhall bewail her, and lament for ber, (as — 


1 KT » Pfal. 2. 4, 6: Pal. 137. 8. 9. Ifa. 2701s 33:3: If. 49: 6. 
"Jer. 50. 33. 34+ thap. fi. 24» 25. 340 35: Lell. 12. 2 30 4 
"ehapcn14s la. Rev. 18. 6, & 
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a The Kings of the Earth have given their power 
H 


« to Antichriſt, Endeavouring to the utmoſt to 
keep the Kingdom of Chriſt out of the world. 
& What I pray, hath been their main buſineſs for 
4 700 years and upwards, even almoſt ever ſince 
| < the Man of Sin was enthroned? have they earned 
8 <. the Titles Eldeſt Son of the Church; or the 
i e (atholic and moſt Chriſtian King; Defender of the 
- faith, and the like? hath it not been by the 
; << blood of ſaints? Is there not, in every one of 
. ce theſe Kingdoms, the ſlain, and the baniſhed 
ones of Chriſt to anſwer for? In particular. 
„ Hath not the blood of the ſaints of Jeſus, 
© y'clep'd by Antichriſt and his Adherents, Vicꝶ- 
ih and Lollards, cried from the ground of ven- 
. grance upon the Engliſb Haaven and Earth for a 
* Jong ſeaſon? did not their bodies lie in the ſtreets 
* of France under the Names of *Waldenſes, Albi- 
genſes, and poor men of Lyons? Hath not Ger- 
* many and the annexed Territories, her Huſſe, and 
* Huſſile, Hierom, and Subutraguians to anſwer for? 
*©-Is not Spain's Inguiſition enough to ruin a world, 
* much more a Kingdom? Have not all theſe, 
de and all the Kingdoms round about waſhed their 
ze hands and garments in the blood of thouſands of 
ve proteſtants? And do not the Kings of all theſe 
Nations as ye ſtand up in the room of their pro- 
e genitors, with the ſame implacable enmity to the 
d power of the Goſpel? Shew me ſeven Kings 
ce that ever yet laboured ſincerely to enhance the 
ec Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, and I dare boldly ſay 
de Oavus quis fuerii nondum conſtat. And is there 
ce not à cry for all this, How long, Lord, holy and 
* rue, doſt thou not avenge our blood on them that 
s -Jive on the earth? Rev. 6. 10. Doth not Sion ery, 
9 * 1 . 
5 9 Adds and Mon. Hiſtor, Pap, « The 
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er The violence done to me and my fleſh be upon Baby. 
ac Jo, and my blood upon theſe Heavens of the Nati- 
„ ons? And will not the Lord avenge his eleft that 
* ery unto him day and night? will he not do it ſpee- 
* ily, will be mt call the FOWLS OF HEA- 
« VEN to eat the fleſh of KINGS and CAP- 
* TAINS aud great men of the earth? Rev. 19. 18. 
« Will he not make theſe Heavens like the wood of 
* the vine, not a Pin to be taken off them to hang 
« 1 Garment on, in his whole Tabernacle ?” ? 

The time ſhall come wherein the Earth ſhall dif- 
cloſe her ſlain, and not the ſimple Heretick, as they 
were counted, ſhall have his blood unrevenged: 
Neither ſhall any atonement be made for his blood, 
or expiation be allowed, whilſt a toe of the Image, 
or a bone in the beaſt, is left unbroken. 

Keaſ. 2. ] That by his own wiſdom he may frame 
fuch a power as may beſt conduce to the carrying 
on of his own Kingdom among the ſons of men. * 
He hath promiſed his Church, that he will give 
unto it Holy Prieſts and Levites, Ila. 66. 20, 21. 
which ſhall ſerve at the great feaſt of tabernacles, 
Zech. 14. 16. A ſufficient demonſtration that he 
will dwell ſtill in his churches by his ordinances, 
whatſoever ſome conceive: So alſo, that be will make 
Ber civil Officers Peace, and her Exattors Righteouſneſs 
Ha. 60. 17. 18. They ſhall be ſo eſtablithed, that 
the Nations, as Nations, may ſerve it; and the king 
aoms of the _ e become the ths of our 
Lord, Rev. 11. 
For the iſh, the government of the nations, 

(as many of cha as are concerned therein) is purely 
— br the Intereſt of the antichriſt. No kind 
— f government in Europe, or line. of governors ſo 


Pal. 2. 9, 10, 1, 12. Rev. 17. 14. Matt. 28. 20. 1 Cor. 
11, 26. Ephel, 4. 11, 12, 13. 1 Tim. 6. 13, 14. Fial. 45-36. 
Aa, 49.7, 3. e 


ancient 
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ancient, but that the beaſt is as old as they, and had 
great influence into their CONSTITUTION or 
"ESTABLISHMEN T, to pry that i 1* might be 
"for bis own Intereſtt. 
I believe it will be found a difficult talk, to name 
any of the kingdoms of Euro ng er only that 
N dt mewn in the 


—_ « © 9 


\Pveen, 4 People. on nt 

Ballarmine, to prove that the haps hach a 8 
bi, power iiigeclly over all Kings and Nations“ 
(it he mean by indirectly, gotten by indirect means 
it 18 actually true, as too, too many of them) gives 
ſundry Inſtances in moſt of the moſt eminent Na- 
tions in Europe, how he hath actually exerciſed ſuch 
a power for his own Intereſt, 

- There have been two moſt famous and Web- 
able changes of the Government of theſe Nations, 
and into both of them what an influence the Pope 
had is eaſily diſcernable. 

The firſt was between the Years 4 and coo after 
Chriſt, .2 Thef. 2. 6, 7. when the Roman Empire 
of the weſt, that which with-held the Mar of fin 
from acting his part to the life, was ſhivered to piec- 
es by many barbarous nations, Dan. 2. 41. who 
ſettling themſelves in the fruitful ſoils of Europe, be- 
gan to plant their Heavens and lay the foundations of 
their | Earth, growing up _ civil ſtates; | for the 
molt part-appointing thoſe to be their Kings in Pang 
who Fad — — leaders in war. Re 

.: This en Inundation ſertled the Frances | in 


* — 18. 3. Oi ut of Ths vi abrãs : wo Ys bel. 
de Rom. Pon. ib. 5. c. 8. N * A SW 
Gall, 


3 —— — ——— — IS 


_—_— 


5 
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Gall, the Saxons in England, the Meſt Goths in Spain, 
the Eaft Golly : and Legen in Hal a mY 
the Almans in Germany; from ſome whereof, ro, though 
r divers Years, the papal world Was 1 of 
rormented,andRome itſelf ſacked, yet in the cloſk e 2 
making up of their Governments, changing their 
manners and religion, they all ſubmutted to the 
teien of the Man of fin, Rev. 17. 13. So that 


in all Nl up, there Was a Ae! for 15 


and his aut ority 
The ſecond great alteration took up,4 long long g ſpace 
r 


and was in action about 300 Vears, 
the tra en dung of the French Crown, from Wader 
the IVth unto Pepin and his So Charles, by pa ag 
authority, unto the conqueſt of Pho gland by the 
mans; in ) Which ſpace, the line of Charles in Abd 
was again by the ſame authority and the power of 
Pugh et cut off; . 0 fa in Europe, the choice 
patfimony of the beaſt, that did not receive a ſignal 
alte ration in this ae nor was there any alteration, 
but the Pope. had a han; in 957 5 one 'of them, an 
either by pretended d Calla of Right, to — 
the Confcioners | of beenden Potentates, in the 
undertaking and purſuin unjuſt conqueſts, or 
fo ooh 5054 "corn e uu 7 he 
got, then, all f ramed to, his own end and purpoſe, 
which | Was to 1 75 all theſe nations into ſubjection 
0 his 'Babylonjſh"y Irpations; Which their Kings 
Anding ng no 1 inconſi ſtent with del own deſigns, 
vHlingly promote, labouring to. enforce Aer 
ſelences in WIR lu Jectigg to, the Roman See. | 
Hlegce i is As. 85 obſeryed. before, luch an in- 
— Was ith; 9 1 5 of Holy Church 


py 


[ * 


51 * by N 


11 11 1 Ci 
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thit is, Babylon, the miother f Fornications, Rev, 13. 


15, 16, in alt the Tythes; Oaths, and bonds between 
Princes and People. And for the advancement of 
the righteotis Judgmients of God, that the ſons of 
Men may learn to fear aid tremble before him; “ 
It may be obſerved, that that which - doth and ſhall 
ſtick upon potentates to their ruin, is not ſo much 
their own or any other intereſt, as the very dregs of 
this papal antichriſtian Intereſt, thruſt into their oaths - 
and obligations, for no end in the world; but to keep 
the Lord Jeſus out of his throne, 2 Te. 2. 11. 
This is a ſecond reaſon, why the Lord Jeſus by 
his mighty Power, at the bringing in of his un- 
moveable Kingdom, will ſhake the heavens and ibe 
earth of the nations; even becauſe in their preſent 
conſtitution they are directly framed to the intereſt of 
antichriſt, which by notable advantages at their firſt ' 
ny and continued inſinuations ever ſince, - 
vited itſelf into the very fundamentals of 

them, that no digging or mining, with an Zarcbquke 
will caſt up the foundation ſtones thereof. The 
Lord Jeſus then having promiſed the ſervice of the 
nations to his chureh, will ſo far open their whole 
frame to the roots, as to pluck out all the curſed 
ſeeds of the Miſtery of Iniguity, which by the craft 
of ſatan, and exigencies of ſtate, or methods of ad- 


vancing the pride and power of ſome Sons of blood 


have been ſown among then. | 

Reaf. 3.] Becauſe as is cheir intereſt, ſo is their 
acting. The preſent power of the nations ſtands in 
direct oppoſition to the bringing in of che Kingdom 
of Chriſt. Two things there are which conftfiedly | 
are incumbent on hin in this day of his Aadvance- 


U 


ment: 


* lin ui as xetg ð 910g ivieſudy wart. | 0, : 

* Roma ſedes Petri, que Pegel honeraris, fucta cagus mundo, 
quicquid non poſſitet armis rligione iner. Profp, de Ingrat. | 
a F 2 1 The 
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1, The bringing home of his ancient people; to 


be one fold with the fulneſs of the Gentiles; raiſing 


up the tabernacle of David, and building it as in 


Fo of old, Job. 10. 16. Ja. 37. 31. — 30. 9 
Exe. 34. 23. Chap. 37. 24, 25. Hg. 3. 5. 
Amos. g. 11. In the accompliſhment of innume 
rable promiſes, and anſwer to millions of prayers 


put up at the throne of grace, for this very glory in 
all generations. Now there be two main hindran- 
ces.of this work that muſt be removed: The firſt 


whereof is. 
1. Reall, the Great River Eupbrades, 10 ſtrength 
and fullneſs of whoſe ſtreams doth yet rage ſo high 


that there is no paſſage for the Kings of the Eaſt to 


come over; Exod. 14. 21, 22. Joſh. 3. 15. 16. 


Heb. 3. 8. where fore this muſt be dried T® as other 
old; Rev. 


waters were for their forefathers in days 
16, 12. Doubtleſs this is ſpoken in alluſion to 
rabam's coming over that river into Canaan, 


— 


when the Church of God in his family was there to 
be erected; whence he was called the Hebrew, that 
is, the paſſenger, to wit, over the river, Gen. 14. 


13. and then it may well enough denote the Turkiſh 


power, which, proud as it is at this day, poſſeſſing 
in peace all thoſe regions of the Eaſt, yet God can 


quickly make it wither and be dried up: Or to the 


deliverance of the Jews from Babylon, when it was 


taken and deſtroyed by the drying up of the ſtreams 


of that river, and ſo the yoke of her tyranny broken 


from the church's neck, Jer. 5 1. 31, 32. and ſo it 


can be nõ other but the power of, the Romiſh Ba- 


bylen, ſupported by the kings of the nations, which | 


therefore be ſhaken and dried up. 


2. Moral; or the Idolatry of the Gentile Wor- 
ip ers. The Jews ſtick hard as yet at this, that 


God ſhould aboliſh any kind of worſhip which him- 


ſelf had N inſtituted, Rev. 11. 2. But that he 


ſhould 
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mould e ever accept any falſe worſhip, which he had 


once ſtrictly prohibited, and no where to this day 
appointed, to this they will never be reconciled. 
Now ſuch is all the invented Idolatrous Worſhip 
which the kings of the earth have ſucked in from 
the cup of fornication held out unto them in the 
hand, and by the authority of the Roman Whore; 
this ſtill they cleave cloſe unto, and will not hear- 
ken to the Angels preaching the everlaſting Geſpel, that 
men ſhould worſhip him, who made the beavens, the 
earth, and the ſea and the fountains of waters, Rev. 
13. 6. 7. that is the God of heaven, Jeſus Chriſt, in 
oppoſition to all their Iconolatry, Artolatry, Hagio- 
latry, Staurolatry, and Maſs Abominations. This then 
muſt alſo be removed; And becauſe, as you ſaw be- 
fore, it is ſo rivited and cemented into, and with all 
the Orbs of the Nations, Heaven and Earth, that 
they muſt be ſhaken, and brought 81 jeſ0r5 85 ly be- 
fore 1t can be effected. | 

2. The ſecond thing he hath to accompliſh, is 
the tremendous total deſtruction of Babylon, Pſal. 37. 
8. 9. Iſa. 47. 7, 8, 9. the Man of ſin and all his 


adherents, that are not obedient to the heavenly 


call, Rev. 18. 4. Fer. 51. 25, 26. Rev. 17. 1, 2. 


Zech. 2. 7. Jer. 51.6. Jud. 16. 28, 29. N] | 
as Sampſon intending the deſtruction of the Princes, 
Lords, and reſidue of the Philiſtines, who were ga- 
thered together in their Idol Temple, he effected it 


by pulling away the pillars whereby the Building 
was ſupported; whereupon the whole frame topled 
to the ground. So the Lord intending the ruin of 
that mighty power, whoſe top ſeems to reach to hea- 
ven, will do it by pulling away the pillars and ſup- 
| Porters of it; after which it cannot ſtand one mo- 


ment. Now, what are the pillars of that fatal 


Building! ?- Are they not the powers of the world, as 
at preſent ſtated and framed? pull them away, and, 
alas ! 
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alas! what is antichrift? it is the glory of the Kings 
put upon her, that makes Men's Eyes fo dazle on 
the Roman Harlot. Otherwiſe ſhe is but like the 
Egyptian Deities, ſilly worſhippers, through many 
glorious portals and (ens, e were led to adore 
the Image of an ugly ape. 

Add hereunto, that in this mighty work, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt will make uſe of the powers of the 
Nations, the horns of them; that is, their ſtrength, 
Rev. 17. 16. they muſt hate the Whore and make 
her defolate and naked? and eat her fleſh and burn 
her with fire. Now, whether this can be accompliſh- 
ed or no in their preſent poſture, is eaſily diſcern- 
able. Doth not the papal intereſt lie at the bot- 
tom of all of the moſt ruling lines of Chriſtendom? 
Can that be ejected, without unbottoming their own 
dominion? do they not uſe the efficacy ofthe Roman 
Juriſdiction, to ballance the powers of their adver- 
faries abroad, and to awe their ſubjects at home? 
Hath he not z-conſiderable ſtrength in every one of 
their own boſoms? Are not the locuſts of their re- 
ligious orders all fworn ſlaves to the Pope, for num- 
ber ſufficient to make an army to fight the greateſt 
Emperor in the world? Are not moſt Potentates 
tied by oath, or other compact, to maintain either 
the whole, or ſome part of the old Tower, under the 
name of Rights of holy Church prelates, and the like? 
And can any expect that ſuch as theſe ſnould take up 
the deſpiſed quarrel of the ſaints, againſt that flou- 
riſning Queen? doubtleſs, no ſuch fruit will grow 
on theſe trees before they are thoroughly ſhaken. 

Reaf. 4.) That his own people ſeeing all earth - 
Iy-things:ſhaken and removing, may be raiſed up to 
the laying hold of that durable Kingdom that ſhall 
not be removed Heb; 12. 28. All carnal Intereſts 
will doubtleſs be ſhaken with that of Babylon; 2 Cor. 
45 18. Many of God's people are not yet weaned 


* Petra dedit Petro, Petius diadema Rodulfo, 


from 
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from the things that are ſeen; no ſooner is one car- 
nal form ſhaken out, but they are ready. to, cleave 
to another; yea, to warm themſelves in the feather- 
ed neſts of unclean. Birds. All fleſhly dominions 
within doors, and all civil dominions that o poſeth 
withuot doors, ſhall be ſhaken. Now theſe: 
_are-ſo. glewed alſo to men's earthly poſſeſſions, the 
talons of the birds of prey having firmly ſezed on 
them, that they all muſt be ſhaken with them; an 
therefore from them ro will he have us to be looſ- 
ed, 2 Pet. 3. ver. 12, 13. 

And theſe are ſome of the reaſons of the nrono. 
tion laid down, which is ſo bottomed, ſo proved, as 
you have heard. Of the ſpeedy accompliſhment of 
all this, L no way doubt. I believe and therefore I 
have ſpoken. Wether I ſhall ſee any further per- 
fections in this work whilſt I am here below, I am 
no way ſolicitous; being aſſured, that if I fail of 
it ay I ſhall throu + 4 grace of him who loved 

ve himſelf fbr us, meet with the treaſures 
ofir 1 0 where. Come we to the uſes. 

Uſe I The riſe of our firſt Je I ſhall take 
1 that of the prophet; Who is wiſe and he ſball 
anderſtand theſe things? prudent, and he ſhall know 
them? for the ways of the Lord are right, and the juſt 
Hall walk in them: but the tranſgreſſurs ſhall fall 5. 
in, Hol. 14. 9. Labour for this heavenly Wiſdom 
and prudence, that, we may know theſe things, and 
be acquainted with the mind and will of God, in the 
ſeaſon and generafion wherein we live. . His ay to is 
not ſo in the dark, nor his footſteps in che deep, but 
that we may perceive what he is about. 

Luk, 12. 54, 55, 56. our Saviour gives it in as 
a ſure a teſtimony of the Phariſees Hypocriſy, not- 

withſtanding all their pretences and. poſſeſſion of 

25 es's Kt. that they, were wiſe in earthly things, 

drawn out experiences-by long obſervation 
of what was like to come to paſs as to the Wea- 


tber 
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ther, by conſidering the ordinary ſigns of the altera- 
tions thereof; but notwithſtanding that mighty ef- 
ſectual concurrence of ſigns in Heaven and Earth, 
with the accompliſhment of prophecies,all pointing 
to the inſtant eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom of God 
in the coming of the Mefiah, not diſcerning them 
at all, they come and cry, if thou be the Chriſt, give 
us a ſegn; when, without ſatisfying their ſinful curi- 
oſityꝝ heaven and earth was full of {ſigns round about 
them. 25 | 3 

Men who will not receive God's Signs ſuppoſe 
they ſhould be wonderful proficients in credulity, 
might they have ſigns of their own fancying * The 
rich glutton thought, that if his way of teaching might 
have been ſet up by men riſing from the dead, there 
would have been a world of converts, more than were 
made by the preaching of the word of God. Men 
ſuppoſe, that if God ſhould now from heaven give 
in ſome diſcriminating prodigy, Oh, how abundantly 
ſhould they be ſatisfied: The truth is, the ſame Luſt 
and corruption which makes them diſbelieve God's 
Signs, moves them to look after Signs of their 
OWN. 

For this very thing then, were the phariſees brand- 
ed. as hypocrites, that having wiſdom in natural 
things, to calculate and prognoſticate from neceſſary. 
Signs; yet in the works of the Lord, though the 
Signs which in his Wiſdom he was pleaſed to give 
were plentiful round about them, yet they muſt have 
ſome of their own chuſing. I pray Gnd none ſuch 
be found in our days. | 

1 Chron. 12. 32. it is ſaid of the Men of [ſachar 
That they had underſtanding of the times, to know what 
Iſrael ought to do. Iſrael is in the dark, and knows 
not what to do, if the times and ſeaſons be not dif- 
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bovered to them; Eftber 1. 13. If the mind an, 
will of the Lord in their Generation, be not mad 
out unto the people, it will be their ruin. 


HFence it is, that the Lord encourageth us to make. 


enquiry after theſe things; to find out the ſeaſons 
wherein he will do any great work for his people, 


knowing that without this, we ſhall be altogether 


uſeleſs in the generation wherein we live. 
a. 45. 11. At me f THINGS TO COME 
concerning my ſons, and concerning the works of my 
Bands, COMMAND you m, 1 
And what is this that the Lord will have his peo- 
ple to enquire of him about? even the great work 
of the ruin of Babylon, and reſtoration of his church, 
which yet was not to be accompliſhed for 240 years. 
And this he tells you plainer in the following verſes; 
T have raiſed him up (Cyrus) in righteouſuefs, Iwill 
| diret# his ways, he ſhall build my Cities, and be ſhall 
let go my captives, not for price nor for. reward, ſaith 
#he Lord of Hoſts, ver. 13. 3:14 f 
The Lord is earneſt with his people, to enquire 
into the ſeaſon of the accompliſhment of his great 
Intendments for the of his Church, when as 
yet they are afar off; how much more when they are 
nigh at hand, even at the doors! I beſo is wiſe, and 
will ponder thefe things, they ſhall uudenſtand the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord, Pſal. 107. ult. 
Dan. 9. 2. The prophet tells you, that this was 
his great Study, and at length he underſtood by 
Book s, the approach of the Time wherein God 
would deliver his Church from Babyloniſh capris 
. vity and pollution: Now this diſcovery hath two or 
three notable products. 8 
1. It puts him upon earneſt ſupplications for 
the accompliſhment of their promiſed deliverance. 
in tlie appointed ſeaſon. Wide from the Atheiſti- 
cal frame of ſpirit, which would have a predettr- 
L | G2 mination 
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mination of events and ſucceſſes, to eradicate al 
care, and endeavour to ſerve that providence which 
will produce their accompliſhment. A diſcovery 
of the approach of any promiſed and before-fixed 
work of God, ſhould ſettle our minds to the utmoſt 
endeavour of helping the decree to bring forth. 

2. He finds great acceptation in this his addreſs 
to the Lord by ſupplication for the eſtabliſhing of 
that Work which he had diſcovered was nigh at 
hand: For, 

1. An anſwer is returned him fully to his whole 
deſire, in the midſt of his ſupplications, ver. 21. - 


M bilſt I was praying the man Gabriel came, &c. 


2. The Work Which he had diſcovered to be 
l was inſtantly haſtened and gone in 
hand withall, ver. 23. At the beginning of thy ſup- 


plications the commandment came forth. Oh, that 
God would ſtir up his ſaints in the {pirit of Daniel 


to conſider and underſtand by books, the time chat 
he hath appointed for the deliverance of his peo- 
ple: that fixing their ſupplications for the ſpeeding 
thereof, the commandment may come forth for i Its 
full accompliſhment, 

3. Having attained this, the Lord gives hin | 
freſh diſcoveries, new light, of the time for the birth 
of the Meſſiah, which he thought not of, prayed 
not for: Seventy weeks are determined, &c. ver. 24. 
So delighted is the Lord with his people's diligent 
Inquiry into his ways and walkings towards them, 
that thereupon he appears unto them in the re- 
velation of his Mind, beyond all they did expe 
or deſire, 

Now all this have 1 ſpoken, to ſtir you up unto 
that, whereunto at the entrance of this Uſe you 
were exhorted; that you would labour for that ſpi- 
ritual Wiſdom and Prudence, which may; acquaint 
your hearts, or at leaſt in ſome meaſure, with the _ 

an 
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and will of God, concerning his work in the gene- 


ration wherein you live. And further to provoke 


you hereunto, know, that you cannot but wander, 
as in many other, ſo eſpecially in four ſinful things: 

I. Sinful Cares. 

2. Sinful Fears. 

3. Sinful Follies, 

4. Sinful Negligence. | 

1. Sinful: Cares. Anxious and dubious thoughts 

about ſuch things as perhaps the Lord intends ut- 


terly to deſtroy, or at leaſt render uſeleſs. Had it 


not been the greateſt folly in the world for Noab 
and his Sons, when the Flood. was approaching to 
ſweep away the creatures from the face of the Earth 
Gen. 16. 13, to have been ſolicitous about flocks 
and herds that were ſpeedily to be deſtroyed. Many 
Men's thoughts, at this day, do even devour them 
about ſuch things, as if they knew the ſeaſon would 
be contemptible unto them. Would'ſt thou la- 
bour for Honour, if thou kneweſt that God, at bis 
time, were labouring to lay all the Honour of the 


Earth in the duff? Ila. 23. 9. Could'ſt thou ſer. 


thy Heart upon the increaſe of Riches, wert thou 
acquainted that God intends inſtantly to make ver 
as ſtones, and cedars as ſycamores? 1 King. 10. 17. 
though not for plenty, yet for value. Would men 
be ſo exceedingly ſolicitous about this or that form 
of Religion, this or that power, to ſuppreſs ſuch or 
ſuch perſuaſion, if they knew that the Lord would 
ſuddenly fill the Earth witb his knowledge as the wa- 
ters cover the Sea? Hab. 2. 14. Should our ſpirits 
ſink for fear of this or that perſecutor or oppreſſ- 
or, were it diſcovered unto us, that in a ſhort time 


nothing ſhall burt or deſtroy in the whole mountain of 


the Lord? Ia, 65, 25. Should we tretnble at the 
force or power of this or that growing Monarchy, 
giving its power to the Beaſt, had God revealed un- 
e G 2 to 
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to us, that he is going to Mate it until it be tranſ- 
lated? Certain it is, that the root of all the ſinful 
cares, which ſometimes are ready to devour: the 
hearts of God's people, is this unacquaintedneſs with 
the work and mind of the Lord. | 

2. Sinful Fears; Luke 21. 28. Our Saviour having 
told his Diſciples of Wars, Tumults, Seditions, Fa- 
mines, Earthquakes, Sc. which were to come upon 
the Earth, bids them, when they ſee theſe things, 
to lift up their beads tor j Joy. But how ſhould chis 
be? Rejoice, in the midſt of ſo many evils and 
troubles, in the moſt whereof they were to have a 

 Benjamin's meſs, a double portion? Yea faith our 

Saviour, 'rejoice for I have; told you before, that 
_ it is your deliverance 4nd redemption draweth 

Ir is for them to' ſhake and tremble who 
are in the dark, who know not what the Lord is % 
doing. They may be at their its end, who knowho 
other end of theſe things: But for you, who Khow the 
mind of the Lord, what he intendeth and will ef- 

/ *$&by- theſe things, caſt off all inf}. ſoars, and 
rejoice in him who comets. . 

"Amongſt us in theſe days, new troubles ad 
Wars, and rumours of Wars, appearances of Famine, 
Invaſions, Conſpiracies, Revolts, Treacheries, 
Sword, Blood: Oh, how do Men's Faces wax pale, 
and their hearts die within them ſometimes, with 
David, they could fly to the Philiſtines, and wind 
- their Intereſt with _ whom —_ will — A 

very new appearance of Danger ſhuffles them o 

| — 28 chen Comforts, all their Confidence, + 
Hence poor ſouls are put to doubling and ſhifting in 
the ways of God, in ſuch a frame as God exceedingly 
abhors: They know not why any Mercy 1s given 

nor to what end, and therefore are afraid to own it 

leſt ſome * alteration ſnould follow, and make 
it t too hot for them to hold; and all this, becauſe 


. : they 
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they: know not the mind of the Lord, nor the Judg- 
ment of their God; were they but acquainted with 
it, ſo tar as it is evidently revealed, they would 
quickly ſee all things working together to the ap- 
pointed end. S ; 
3. Sinful Follies, Toil and labour in vain, is of 
all follies the greateſt folly; hke the Jews under 
Julian, building of their Temple in the day, God 
caſting it to the ground in the night. When a man 
labours, toils, wearies and ſpends himfelf, for the 
accompliſhing of that which ſhall never come to 
paſs, and that, which if he would but enquire, he 
might know ſhall never come to paſs, he cannot 
well want the livery of a brutiſh Man. How many 
poor creatures that think themſelves wiſer than 
Churchan and Dedan, and all the Children of the 
Eaſt, do ſpend and conſume their days and time in 
ſuch ways as this, labouring night and day to ſet up 
what God will pull down, and what he hath ſaid, 
ſhall fall. Ceme on, let us deal wiſely, ſaith Pharoah 
to his Egyptians, Exod. 1. 10. to root out and 
'deſtroy theſe Mraelites. Poor Fool! is there any 
Wiſdom or Counſel againſt the moſt high? I could 
give Inſtances plenty in theſe days, of men labour- 
ing in the dark, not knowing what they are doing, 
endeavouring with their ſtrength toaccompliſh that 
whereof the Lord hath ſaid, It Hall not proſper ; and 
all, becauſe they diſcern not the ſeaſon. 
4, Sinful Negligence. Youare no way able to do 
the work of God in your Generation. It is the com- 
; | mendation of many ſaints of God, that they were 
upright, and ſerved the will of God in their Genera- 
tion. Beſides the general duties of the covenant, 
incumbent on all the ſaints at all ſeaſons, there are 
ſpecial works of providence which in ſundry Gene- 
nerations the Lord affecteth, concerning which he 
expects his people ſhould know his mind, and Oy 
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him in them. Now can a ſervant do his maſter's 
work, if he know not his will? The Lord requireth 
that in the great things which he hath to 9 
in this generation, all Bis ſhould cloſe with him. 
What is the reaſon that ſome ſtand in the market- 
place idle all the day? Some work for a ſeaſon and 
then give over, they know not how to go a ſtep 
farther, but after a day, a week, a month, or a year, 
are at a ſtand? Worſe than all this, ſome coun- 
ter-work the Lord with all their ſtrength? The 
moſt neglect the duty which of them is required. 
What is the reaſon of all this? They know in no 
meaſure what the Lord is doing, and what he would 
have them apply themſelves unto. The be, almoſt 
live from hand to month, tollowing at preſent ap- 
pearances, to the great neglect of the Work which 
the Lord would have haſtened among us: All this 
.comes from the fame root. | 

Qu. But now, if all the ſad and ſinful conſequen- 
ces attend this neſcience of the mind of God, as to 
the things which he is a doing in the days wherein. 
we live, ſo far as he hath revealed himſelf, and re- 
quires us to obferve his walkings? by what ways and 
means may we come to the knowl edge thereof, 
that we be not ſinfully bewildered in our own Cares, 
Fears, and Fellies, but that we may follow hard at- 
ter God, and be upright in our generation? 

Anſ. There be four things whereby we may come 
to have an inſight into the work which the Lord 
will do and accompliſh in our days: 

1. By the Light which he gives. 
2. By the previous works which he duth. 
3. The expectation of bis ſaints. 

4. The fear of his adverſaries. 

1. By the Light which he gives. God doth not 
uſe to ſet his people to work in the dark; they are 
the children of light, and they are no deeds of darkneſs 

| which 
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which they have to do. However others are blind- 
ed, they ſhall ſee. Yea, he always ſuits their light 
to their labour, and gives them a clear diſcernin 

of what he is about. The Lord God doth nothing but 
be reveals his ſecrets to his ſervants. The light of 
every Age, is the fore- runner of the Work of every 


ge. TY © | 

When Chriſt was to come in the fleſh, John Bap- 
tit comes a little before. A new light, a new 
Preacher. And what doth he diſcover and reveal? 
Why, he calls them off from reſting on legal Cere- 
monies, to the doctrine of Faith, Repentance, and 
Goſpel Ordinances; tells them the kingdom of God 
is at hand; inſtructs them in the knowledge of him 
who was coming. To what end was all this? onl 
that the minds of men being enlightened by his 
preaching, who was a burning and a ſhining lamp, 
oP might ſee what the Lord was doing. 

Every Age hath its peculiar Wort, hath its pecu+ 
liar light. Now, what is the light which God-mani- 
feſtly gives, in our days? ſurely no new doctrines 
(as ſome pretend) indeed old errors, and long ſince 
exploded fancies. Plainly, the peculiar light of this 
generation, is that diſcovery which the Lord hath 
made to his people, of the myſtery of Civil and 

Eccleſiaſtical Tyrrany: The opening, unravelling 
and revealing the Antichriftian Intereſt, interwoven 


and coupled together in civil and ſpiritual things, 
into a ſtate oppoſite to the kingdom of the Lord 
' Jeſus, is the great diſcovery of theſe _ Who 


almoſt is there amongſt us now, who doth not evi- 
dently ſee, that for many generations, the weſtern 
nations have been juggled into ſpiritual and civil 
ſlavery, by the — — of the Whore, and the 
Ee of the earth, made drunk with the Cup pf 
? how the whole earth kath been 


er abominations 


rolled in confuſion, and ſaints hurried out of the 
: world 
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world, to x way to their combined Intereft® 
bath not Go 2 ed that harlpt; mae. her naked, 
and diſcovered, her abo able filthinels; Is it not 
evident to him that hath but haff an Eye. that the 
whole preſ ent conſtitution of the government 'of 
the Nations, is fo cemented with Antichriſtian mor- 
tar from the, very top to the bottom, that without a 
"thorough Healing they cannot be cleanſed? this then 
plainly diſcovers, that, the work which the Lord ks 
doing, relates to the untwining of this cloſe com- 
bination againſt himſelf, | and tlie Kingdom of his 
dear Son, and he wil not leave untill he have dont 
it. 
To what degree in the ſeveral Natiotis this 6. 
ting ſhall proceed, I have nothing to determine in 
| R ities the ſcripture having not expreſſed it: 
his only is certain, it ſhall not ſtop nor receive its 
period, before the Intereſt of Antichriſtianity be 
58 ſeparaed from the Power of theſe Nations. 
the previous works he doth. How many of 
"theſe doth our faviour give, as ſigns of the deftruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, and ſo conſequently of propaga- 
ting the Goſpel more and more to the Nations? 
Matt, 24. Luke 21. How fearful and dreadful they 
were in their accompliſhment, Foſephus the Jewiſh 
Hiſtorian relateth ; and how by them the Chriſtians 
were forewarned, and did by them underſtand what 
the Lord was a doing, Euſebius and othets declare. 
N ben (faith he) you hall 'fee the abomination of defa- 
lation (the Roman Eagles and Enſigns) Randing in 
" the holy place, Matt, 24. 15. or, Jeruſalem compa 1 
uitb Armies, as Luke 21. 20. then know by 
chat the end thereof is come, and | your deliverance 
: I hand. | 
"The works of God are to be fought out- of as 
oo have pleaſure | in them: INS are vocal, 2 ee 
hey 
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may be heard, read, and underſtood; the Rod may be 
heard, and who hath appointed it. Now generally he 
begins with leſſer works, to point out to the Sons 
of Men what he is about to accompliſh. By theſe 
may his will be known, that he may be met in 
Righteouſneſs, 

Now what; I pray, are the works that the Lord 
is bringing forth upon the earth? what is he do- 
ing in our own and the neighbour Nations? Shew 
me the potentate upon earth, that hath a peaceable- 
| Mole-hill to build himſelf an habitation upon? Are 
not all the. controverſies, or moſt of them, that at 
this day are diſputed in letters of blood among the 
nations, ſomewhat of a diſtinct conſtitution from 
thoſe. formerly under debate? thoſe tending meer- 
ly to the. power and ſplendour of ſingle perſons, 
theſe to the intereſt of the many. Is not the hand 
of the Lord in all this? Are not the ſbatings of theſe 
Heavens of the nations from him? Is not the voice 
of Chriſt in the midſt of all this tumult? and is not 
the genuine tendance of cheſe things open and viſi- 
ble unto all? 

What ſpeedy Iſſue all theſe will be driven to, I 
know not; ſo much is to be done as requires a long 
ſpace, T hough a Tower may be pulled down faſt- 
er than it was ſet up, yet that which hath been build- 
ing a thouſand Years, is not like to go down in a 
thouſand days. 

3. The expectation of the Saints, is another thing 
from whence a diſcovery of the will of God, and the 
work of our generation, may. be concluded. The 
ſecret ways of God's communicating his Mind unto 
his Saznts, by a freſh ſavour of accompliſhing Pro- 
phecies, and ſtrong workings of the ſpirit of tuppli- 
cations, I cannot now inſiſt upon. This I know, 
they ſhall not be Jed into temptation, but kept from 
the hour thereof, when it comes upon the whole Earth. 
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When God raiſeth up the expectation of his People. 
to any thing, he is not unto them as waters that fail. 
Nay, he will aſſuredly fulfit thedefires of the 

Tuſt about the time chat our Saviour he pur 
to be born of a Woman, Zubv 3. 15. how were all 
that waited for ſalvation ww Mael, raiſed up to an 

kigh expectation of the Kingdom of God; ſuch as 

that people never had before, and aſſuredly ſhall 

never have again. Tea, famous was the waiting of 
that ſeaſon throughout the whole Roman Empire. 

And the Lord, whom they fought, came to his temple. 

- Eminent was their hope, * excellent was nad ac. 
com hſhment. 
| hether this will be mak z rule beter or no, 
| Know not: This F am aſſured, that being bottom 
ed on promiſes, and built upon ſupplicarions, it is a 
Ground for them to reſt upon. And here I dare 
appeal to all, who with any diligence have enquired 
into things of the Kingdom of Chriſt; that have any 
favour upon their. f pirits of the accompliſhment of 
Prophecies and Promiſes, in the latter days, who 
count themlclves concerned in the Glory of the 
Goſpel, whether this thing, of confumingtheMyfery 
of Iniquity, and vindieating the Churches of Chriſt, 
into the liberties purchaſed for them by che Lord 
Jelus, by the ſhaking and tranflating all oppoſing 
Heights and Heavens, be not fully in their expecta- 
tions. Only the time is in the hand of God; and 
the rule of our actings with him is his revealed Will. 

4. Whether the Fears of bis adverſaries, have not 
their lines meeting in the ſame point, themſelves 
can beſt determine. The whole World was more 
or leſs dreaded at the coming of Chrift in the = oy 
When alſo the ſigns of his vengeance did firft 
Pear to the Pagan World, in calling to an acco 
"or" the blood of his hne, he hay s 


pre- 
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preſently. cry out, The great day of his wrath is come, 
and who ſhall be able to ftand? Rev. 6. 17. 
I am not af Counſel to any of the adherents to 
the Man of Sin, or any of thoſe. who have given 
their power unto the Beaſt; I have not a Key to 
the Boſoms of the Enemies of Chriſt; I am neither 
their Interpreter, nor do they allow me to ſpeak in 
their behalf: yet truly, upon very many probable 
grounds, I am fully perſwaded, that were the thoughts 
of their. hearts diſcloſed, notwithſtanding all their 
glittering ſhews, dreadful words, threatening exprel- 
ſions, you, ſhould fee them tremble and dread this 
very thiag;----< That the whole world as now eſta- 
blithed will be wrapped up in darkneſs, at leaſt until 
that curſed Intereſt which is ſet up againſt the Lord 
Jeſus, be fully and wholly Haben out from the 
Heavens and Earth of the Nations.” | 

And thus, without leading you about by Chro- 
nologies and Computations, which yet have their 
Uſe, (well to count a number being wiſdom indeed) J 
have a little diſcovered unto you ſome Rules, where - 
by you may come to be acquainted with the work 
of God in the days wherein we live, and alſo what 
that work is, which is our firſt Uſe: The next ſhall 
be for direction, to guide you what you ought to do, 
when-you know what is the work of your generation. 

Ve a.] Be exhorted to prepare to meet the Lord, 
to make his way ſtraight: And this I would preſs 
diſtinctly. 

1. As to your Perſons. 
2. As to your Employments. 

x. As to your Perſons. Give the Lord Jeſus a 
Throne in your hearts, or it will not be at all to your 
advantage, that he hath a Throne and Kingdom in 
the World, Perhaps he will fee the plenty of it, 
but not taſte one morſel. Take firſt that which 
comes nat by obſervation, that which is within Joh, 

chic 
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which is Righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. Take it in its Power, and you will be the 
better enabled to obſerve it coming in its Glory. 
Seek firſt this kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs - 
thereof, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. 
Oh, that it were the will of God to put an end to 
all that pretended Holineſs, hypocritical Humiliation. 
ſelf-intereſted Religion that have been among us, 
whereby we have flattered God with our lips, whilſt 
our hearts have been far from him! Oh that it 
might be the glory of this Aſſembly, above all the 
Aſfeniblies of the world, that every ruler in it might 
be a fincere ſubject of the Lord Jeſus! Oh, that it 
might ſuffice that we have had in our parliament, 
and among our Miniſters, ſo much of the form and 
ſo little of the power of godlineſs; that we have call- 
ed World Chriſt! and Luſt Chriſt, and Self 
Chrift, working indeed for them, when we. pre- 
tended all for Chriſt ! Oh, that I could nouriſh this 
one Contention in your Honourable Aſſembly, that. 
you might ſtrive who ſhould excel in ſetting up the 
Ford Jefus in their hearts. 

You may be apt to think, that if you can carry 
on and compals your purpoſes, then all your Ene- 
mies will be aſſuredly diſappointed: do but embrace 
the Lord Jeſus in his Kingly Power in your boſoms; 
and, ipſo facto, all your enemies are everlaſtingly 
diſappointed: You are the grains, which in the ſifting 
of the nation, have been kept from falling to the 
Ground. Are not you the reſidue of all the Cha- 
riots of England? Oh, that in you might appear the 
reality of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, which 
hath been fo long pretended by others; that ſound 
Righteouſneſs, not a Phariſaical, rigid ſupercilious 
affectation, nor a careleſs belief and comportment, 
the iſſue of novel fancies, might be found upon your 
Spirits; that you may be thought cet to rejoice 
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with the Lord in his kingdom; otherwiſe that day 
of the Lord which we have deſcribed, however de- 
fired and longed after, will be Darkneſs to you and 
x. Ae: Sarees EO 
2. In reference to your great Employments, where-| 
unto the Lord hath called you; and here I ſhall brief- 
ly hold out unto you one or two things. wy 
1. That you would {ſeriouſly conſider, why it is 
that the Lord ſhakes the Heavens and the Earth cf 
the Nations, to what end it tendeth, and what 1s 
the Cauſe thereof. Is it not from hence, that he 
may revenge their oppoſition to the Kingdom of 
his dear Son? That he may ſhake out of the midſt 
of them all that Antichriſtian Mortar, wherewith 
from their firſt Chaos they have been cemented ? 
That ſo the Kingdoms of the Earth, may become 
the Kingdoms of our Lord Jeſus. Is not the Con- 
troverſie of Sion pleaded with them? Are they not 
called to an account for the tranſgreſſion of that 
Charge given to all potentates, Touch not mine 
Anointed? And what 1s the aim of the Lord Jeſus 
herein, whoſe mighty voice ſhakes them? Is it 
not to frame and form them for the intereſt of his 
own Kingdom ? that he may fulfil the word he hath 
ſpoken to Sion, I will make thine Officers peace, and 
thine Exactors Righteouſneſs ? 
Conſider then (I pray) what you have in hand: 
Wait upon your King the Lord Chriſt, to know his 
mind. If you lay any ſtone in the whole Buildin 
that advanceth itſelf againſt his Sceptre, he will 
ſhake all again: Dig you never ſo deep, build you ne- 
ver ſo high, it ſhall be ſhaken: Nay, that there be 
no oppoſition, will not ſuffice ; Hehath given hght 
enough to have all things framed to his own advan- 
tage. The time is come, that it ſhould be ſo, and 
he expects it from you. Say not, in the firſt place, 
this, or that, ſuits the intereſt of England, but wr 
What 
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what ſuits the intereſt of Chriſt ; and aſſure your- 
ſelves, that the true intereſt of any Nation is wrap- 
ped up:therems®*: 1 


* 


2. Be encouraged under all thoſe perplexities and 
troubles which you are, or may be wrapped in: 
Lift up the Hands that hang down, and let the 
feeble knees be ſtrengthened: I is Aut yet à little 
while, and he that ſhall come, will come, and will not 
terry. The more you are for Chriſt, the more 
Enemies you ſhall be ſure to have; but the Lamb 
ſhall overcome. He 1s to come to revenge the 
blood of his ſlain upon this generation, and to free 
the reſidue from the Jaws of the terrible. He 7s 
our Rock, and his Work is perfect: What hath he 
begun, faſter, or ſlower, he will ſurely accom- 
liſh. 
. It is a thing of the moſt imaginable Indifferen- 
cy, whether any of our particular perſons behold 
theſe things here below, or no: If otherwiſe, we 
ſhall for the preſent have veſt with him, and ſtand in 
our lot at the end of the days: But for the Work it- 
ſelf, the Decree is gone forth, and it ſhall not be 
recalled; receive ſtrength and refreſhment in the 
Lord. | 

Uſe. 3. Wonder not when the Heaven 1s ſhaken, 
if you ſee the Stars fall to the Ground: We had 
ſome who pretended to be Church Stars, that were 
meerly fixed to all Men's View, and by their own 
confeſſion in the Political Heavens. The firſt ſhak- 
ing of this Nation ſhook them utterly to the 
Ground. If others alſo *tremble like an Aſpen- 
Leaf, and know not which Wind to yield unto, or 
fail backwards and forwards by the ſame Gale, 
wonder not at that neither: When Men lay any 

other foundation than the immoveable Corner- 
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' ſtone, at one time or other, ſooner, or later, aſſu 
redly they will be ſhaken. | 

Uſe 4.] Let the profeſſing People that are amongſt 

us look well to themſelves; the Day 1s coming 
that will burn like an oven. Droſs will not endure 
that day; we have many an hypocrite as yet to be 
-uncaſed. Take heed, you that act high, if a falſe 
heart, a defiled heart be amongſt you, there ſhall 
be no place for it in the mountain of the Lord's 
houſe. The Inhabitants of Sion ſhall be all righteous, 
Iſa. 60, 21. Many that make a great Shew now 
upon the Stage, ſhall be turned off with ſhame 
enough: Try and ſearch your Hearts, force not 
the Lord to. lay you open to all. The Spirit of 
judgment and burning will try you. Tremble I pray, 

* for you are entering a moſt purging, trying furnace 
as ever the Lord ſet up on the Earth. 

Uſe 5.] Be loole from all ſhaken things; you ſee 
© the Clouds return after the Rain; one Storm in 
the neck of another. Thus it muſt be, until Chriſt 

hath finiſhed his whole work. Seeing that all theſe 
things muſt be diſſolved, what manner of perſons ought 
ave to be in all manner of converſation ? Let your Eyes 
be upwards, and your hearts be upwards, and your 
hands upwards, that ye be not moved at the paſſing 
away of ſhaking things. I could here encourage 
you, by the glorious iſſue of all theſe ſhakings, whoſe 
tore-taſte might be as Marrow. to your Bones, 
though they ſhould be appointed to conſumption 
before the accompliſhment of it: But I muſt cloſe. 

Uſe 6.] See the vanity, folly and madneſs of fuch 

as oppoſe the bringing in the Kingdom of the Lord 
Jeſus. Can'ſt thou hinder the Rain from deſcending 
upon the Earth when it is falling? Can'ſt thou ſtop the 
Sun from riſing at its appointed hour? Will the Con- 
ception for thee dwell quietly in the Womb beyond 

| | | ats 
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its month? Surely chou may'ſt with far more eaſe 
turn and ſtop the current 2 courſe of nature, than 
obſtruct the de nf in of the Kingdom of Chriſt 
in Righteouſneſs and Peace, Whence comes it to 
Paſs, that ſo many Nations are waſted, deſtrayed, 
and ſpoiled, in the days wherein we live, that God 
hath taken Quietneſs and Peace from the Earth? 
doubtleſs from hence, that they will mite themſelves 
the Staus cut out of the mountain without hands. 
Shall not the decree bring forth? Is it not in vain 
to fight againſt the Lord ſome are angry, lome 
troubled, ſomę in the dark, ſome. full of revenge: 
But the Truth is, whether they will hear or torbear, 
. Babylon ſhall fall and all the glory of the Earth be 
ſtained, and the Kingdoms become the Kingdoms 


of our Lord Jes Chriſt. 


And when. ye ſee this,” your hang ſhall rejoice, and 
your: bones ſhall. flouriſh like an herbe and the band of 
the. Lord ſhall. be known towards. his ſervants, and his 

| ind gnatian tomards bis enemies. _ 

For by fre, and by bis ſword, will the Lord plead 

"ith, all feſb; and the flain vi the Lord Hal. be 1 
Wan 1 145 16. 


* 
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FF OT 
Prom various Miniſters relating to the preſent Times. 
REV. ROBERT FLEMING, 1508 | 
_ vp . ſeeing I have marked out the 


time we are in at preſent, it is time alſo to 
put a ſtop to our Apocalyptical thoughts; ſeeing 
no Man can pretend, upon any juſt grounds, to 
calculate future times. However, ſeeing I have 
come ſo far, I ſhall adventure to preſent you fur- 
ther witch ſome conjecturalthoughts on this head; 
for T am far from the preſumption of ſome men, to 
give them any higher character. es 
LNo my conjectures ſhall relate to two things 
viz. to the remaining part of this vial, and to the 
other vials that follow this. 
« And, 1. as to the remaining part of this vial, 
I do humbly ſuppoſe that it will come to its high- 
eſt pitch about An. 1717, and that it will run out 
about the year 1794...50 that there is ground to 
hope, that about the beginning of another ſuch cen- 
rury, things may again alter for the better: for I 
cannot but hope that ſome new mortification of the 
chief ſupporters of antichriſt will then happen; and 
perhaps the French monarchy may begin to be con- 
ſiderably hbumbled about that time: that 2 
the preſent French king takes the ſun for his emble 
and this for his motto, Nec-pluribus impar, he may 
at length or rather his ſucceſſors, and the Monar- 
chy itſelf (at leaſt before the year 1794) be forced 
to acknowledge, that in reſpect to neighbouring 
potentates, he is even /ingults impar. 
But as to the expiration of chis vial, I do fear 
it will not be until the year 1794. The reaſon of 
which congecture is _ that I find the pope got 


a new 
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a new foundation of exaltation, when Juſtinion, up- 
on his conqueſt of Italy, left it in a great meaſure 
to the Pope's management, being willing to ecliple 
his own authority, to advance that of this haughty 
prelate. Now this being in the year 55 23 this, by 
the addition of the 1260 years, reaches down to the 
year 1811; Which, I to er 28 ac- 
count is the year 1794. K 4 115 
ARCHRBISHOP USHER, 16 . 20113 - 
* THE greateſt rote upon the refarmed. * 
is yet to come; and the time of the utter ruin of 
the ſee of Rome ball be when ſhe thinks berfaif moſt 
ſecure: One preſumgg to inquire of him, hat 
his preſent apprehenſions were conctrning a very 
great zerſecuticn. He anſwered, that a, ſad perſe- 
cution would fall upon all the Proteſtant Churrbes in 
Enrope,” Adding, I tell you, all you have yet ſeen 
hath been but the beginning of ſorrows, to what 
is yet to come upon the Proteſtant churches of Chriſt, 
who will ere long fall under @ ſharper Per ſecul ium than 
ever ;, therefore (ſaid he) look you be not found in the 
eutward court, but a worſhipper in the temple before 2 
altar; for Chriſt will meaſure all theſe that profeſs. his 
name, and call themſelves. his people; ang the out- 
ward worſhippers he will leave out to be trodger 
down by the Gentiles ; The outward court is the for- 
mal Chriſtiens, whoſe religion lies in performing the 
qutward duties of .chriſtianity, without having an 
inward life and power of faith uniting. them to Chriſt, 
and theſe God will leave to be trodden down, and 
kyept away by the Gentiles ; but the worſhippers 
within the temple, and before the altar. God will 
hide in he hollow of bis band, and under the ſhadow 
of his wings. And this ſhall, be one great dif- 
ference between this laſt, and all the other pre- 
ceding perſecutions: for in, the farmer the | moſt 
eminent Tan „ e and Chriſtians. did 
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 nerally-ſuffer | moſt, and were moſt violently fallen 
upon; but in this 44% perſeciulion theſe hall be pre- 
ſerved by God, as a ſetd to partake of that glory 
which- ſhall mmmedzately follow,” and come upon tlie 
church, as ſoon as ever this ſtorm ſhall be over; 
for as it ſhall be the har peſt, fo it ſhall be the ¶hort- 
eſt perſecution of them all; and ſhall only take away 
the gr hypocrites and formal profeſſurs, but the 
true ſpiritual behevers ſhall be preſerved till the 
Calamity b&bver. 095009 039”, | 

20 (11455 PETER TURIEU, 1687. N 
Mark that the great earthquake, i. e. the 
great alxeration of affairs n the land of papacy, 
muſt for hat time happen only in the tenth part of 
the city that thall fall.“ >, | 

„„ Now what is this tenth part of the city, which 
ſhall al? In my opinion we cannot doubt that tis 
FRANCE. This Kingdom is the moſt conſiderable 
part or piece of the ten horns or ſtates which once 
made up the great Babylonian city. This tenth 
part of the tity ſhall fall, with reſpect to tne 
papacy; it ſnhall break with Rome, and the Roman 
religion. One thing is certain, that the Babylonian 
empire ſhall periſh through the refuſal of obedeinoe 
by the ten kings, who had given their power to the 
beaſt. - The thing is already come to paſs in part. 
The kingdoms of Swede; Denmark, England, and 
ſeveral ſovereign ſtates' in Germany, have with- 
drawn thetnfelves from the juriſdiction of the pope,” 
But who malt begin this laſt revolt ? It is moſt 
probable that FRANCE ſnall. Not Spain, which as 
yet is plunged in ſuperſtition, and is as much under 
the tyranny of the clergy as ever. Not the em- 
peror, who in temporuls is ſubject to the pope, and 
permits that in his ſtates the archbiſhop of Strigo- 
nium ſhould teach, that the pope can take away the 
Imperial erown from him. It cannot be any coun- 
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his agent, 


eccleſiaſtical. By this earthquake's 
out in a tenth part of the city, this tenth part of it 

is ſo ſhaken: tſiat it falls; that is, ceaſeth to be a 

tenth part of the city, as belong to its juriſdiction 
any longer. -The effect of this earthquake, and 
fall. of this tenth part of the city, is Nilling ſeven 
..; thouſand. of the names of men.----Now, by men of 
name, in ſcripture is meant men of title, office and 
323 
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try but France, which a long time ago hath begun 
to /oake off the yoke of Rome. 
4 Theſe great events deſerve to be diftinguiſhed 
from all others; for they have changed, or ſhall 
change, THE WHOLE FACE OF THE WORLD.” T 
„is clear, that theſe kings who through 1gno- 
rance ar weakneſs, ſuffered their power to be uſur- 
ped by the empire of the papacy, ſhall take it again 
ſhall eat ber. fleſh i. e. ſhalt enrich themſelves with 
her benefices and revenues, and burn ber with'jire, 
i. e. ſhall aboliſh, the'\memory of this 'Rimiſh empire. 
ſo that nothing but aſhes ſhall re main of it.“ 
© The firſt thing, which ſhall be done in the 2hird 
period of the ſeventh vial, is the fall of the tenth 
part of the city, i. e. of the kingdom” bf France, 
which ſhall break with the court of Rome, and/Wholly 
change the face of religion in chat kingdom, this is 
the firſt action of the rs L IU $01 
+79 The. 1925 and the falſe propbet, the Pope and 
Mraliy all their forces: but God ſhall 
muſter all his together, and give the laſt blow to 
popery : then tlie beaſt and the falſe prophet ſhall be 
throw into the lake, and plunged into the bottom- 


leſs pit; Babylon ſhall wholly all; and it ſhall be 


ſaid, ſhe is fallen, ſne is fallen“ 


SAS © By the tenth part of the city I un- 
derſtand a tenth of Europe; By the earthquake a 


great concuſſion or ſhaking of ſtates; — — 
falling thus 


dignity 


4 


PROPHETICAL EXTRACTS. 5 


dignity;----[As in the caſe of Corah's conſpiracy, ] 
ſo here a civil puniſhment will fall upon theſe : for 
- having killed cheſe witneſſes, themſelves are to be 
killed (haply) by being BEREFT OF THEIR NAMES 
AND TITLES, which are to be rooted out for ever, 
and condemned to perpetual forgetfulneſs. 
%% Now which of theſe ten kingdoms [may 2 
intended] The ſaints and churches of France, G0 
has made a wonder unto me in all proceedings to- 
wards them, firſt and laſt; and there would ſeem ſome 
great and ſpecial honour reſerved for them, yet at 
the laſt; for it is certain, that the firſt light of the 
galpel;by that. firſt and ſegond angel's preaching in 
chapter xiv. (which hide foundation of anti- 
chriſt's ruin) was out from among them, name- 
I thoſe of Lyons, and other places in France. 
And they bore and underwent the great heat of 
that morning of perſecution, which was as great, 
if not greater than any----And ſo, as that kingdom 
(France) had the fz/t great ſtroke, fo. now it ſhall 
have the honour of having the loft great ſtroke in 
the ruin of Rome. | 
g e OT: 
Rev. XI, 13. And the ſame hour was there a 
great eartbquade [ot ſame day, and in the earthquake 
were. /lain of men ſeven, theyſand. | 4 
The meaning is that in the commotions, maf- 
ſacres, tumults and wars Wulch will be throughout 
the empire ſueh a number of men will be lain; 
which is either put for a greater number, a certain 
for an uncertain (as in Rom. xi. 4. and perhaps in 
reference to an account there) otherwiſe ſeven thou- 
ſand is but, a ſmall. number to be, lain in battle; or 
as it is in the original text, **/be-NAMES of MEN οο“ 
- now it is obſeryed hy ſome, that the ſmalleſt name 
| of number belonging to men is a centurion, or cap- 
ain ol an hundred men; and ſuppoſing 2 to He 


cant, 
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meant, then ſeven thouſand: names of men will ab 
ly, that in an hour, or a fortnight's time, may be 
llain throughout all E urope in battles and maſſacres 
about 700,000 men which is a very: large number: 
or NAMES of men may ſignify men name, of great 
renown, (as in Numbers xvi. 2.) and then if ſeven 
1 men of name; officers in armies ſhould be 
lain, how great muſt be the number of common 
| ſoldiers? Some thought that'ECoLESLASTICAL DIG 
rTIES, or men diſtinguiſhed by NAMES and TITLES, 
fle ch as Cardinals, archbiſhops; biſho ops, prieſts, and 
the whole rabhle of the antichriſtian hierarchy, which 
will now fall and be ere nbi are 110 
tende d. 1 fi Drs ses Wh 
| CHRISTOPHER LOVE, 5 1697 5 
© GREAT earthquakes and eommotions 4 fob 
and land ſhall come in the year of God 1779. 
GREAT was in Germany and AMERICA in 1780. 
The deſtruction of popery, or BAByLoN's 
FALL, in the year 1790 God will be known by 
mary in the year. 1795. This will produce a great 
os The ſtars will wander, a the moon turn 
$. blood, in 1800 . -Africa, Aſia, and America 
win tremble in 18036. -A great earthquake over 
„all the world, in 1805----God will be univerfalhy 
known by all. Then a general. reformation, and 
peace for ever, when the praguns ag learn war 
no More. ES? * Ac; 
| ' ARCHBISHOP' BROWN, 1 1951. 7 
<< THERE is 2 new fraternity of late ſprung 
"ps. who call themſelves 7e ous which will de- 
beide many, who àre -much after the ſeribes and 
Phariſees manner: amongſt the Jews, they -ſhall 
ſtrive to aboliſh: Pug truth, and ſhall come ve- 
ry near to do it; for theſe ſorts will turn themſelves 
ine ſeveral forms, with the heathen, an heathenift, 
| with atheiſts an-atheiſt; with Jews, a Jew, — 


— 
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the reformers, a reformade, purpoſely to know 
your intentions, your minds, your hearts, and your 
inelinations, and thereby bring you at laſt to be 
like the fool that ſaid in bis heart, there is no God. 
Theſe ſhall: ſpread over the whole world, ſhail be 
admitted into the councils of Princes and they never 
the wiſer; charming of them; yea, making your 
princes reveal their hearts, and the ſecrets therein 
unto: them, and yet they not perceive it; wich 
will happen from falling from the law of God; 

and by winking at their ſins; yet in the end, God; 
to juſtify his law, ſhall ſuddenly cut off this ſbcie⸗ 
ty, even by the bands of thoſe who have moſt ſuccour- 
ed them, and made uſe of them; ſo that at the end 
they ſhall become odious to all nations : they ſhall 
be * than en having no reſting place upon 


nt 
| REv. J OHN KNOX, 1572. 

FF ' SENTENCE. is pronounced in Scotland 
againſt that murderer, the King of France, and 
God's vengeance-ſhall never depart from him, nor 
his houſe, but his name ſhall remain an execration 

to poſterity; and none that ſhall come of bis loins, 
ſhall- enjoy that kingdom in peace and quietneſs, 
unleſs repentance prevent God's judgment.” The 
French Ambaſſador, being told of the Prediction, 
applied to the Regent and Council for an interdic- 
tion but was refuſed. See his Life. 
Mz. JOHN WILLISON, 1742. 

cc Before antichriſt's fall, one of the ten kingdoms 
which ſupported the beaſt ſhall undergo a marvel- 
lous Revolution, Rev. xi. 13. The ſame hour there 
was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city 
fell. By which tenth part, is to be underſtood one 
of the ten kingdoms into which the great city Ro- 
miſh Babylon was divided: this many take to be 

the — of France, it being the tenth and * 
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=_'; PROPHETICAL EXPRAGTS. _— 


ſand ſignify any determinate number, but only the 


_ of Chriftendom. 


of the kingdoms as to the time of its riſe, and that 
which gave to Rome che denomination of a braſt 
with ten horns, and alſo it being the only one of the 
ten that was never conquered ſince its riſe, © Ho . - - 
ever unlikely this and other prophecied events may 
r at the time, yet the almighty hand of the 

-." ph te 9 foon- bring” them n nm 
Jeaſt expected. VOL O94 
: F Pa. H. MORE; 1854 3:4 

« ON the Mysrexy FINO try cenndbed in 
the kingdom of Antichriſt. 
An earthquake ſignifies political comenotions 
and change of affairs, ts obvious to any one to note; 
and that whore of Babylon is nothing but the 
body of the idolatrous clergy in the empire, who 
appertain to the ſeventh or laſt head of the beaſt, 
which is an head of blaſphemy, as well as the ſie 
firſt, that is t6 ſay, an idolatrous head. Whence 
we may underſtand what is meant by theſe /#ven 
thouſand names of men for neither ſeven nor thous 


—— 


nature or property of theſe names of mon chat are ſaid 
to be ſlain, namely, that hey "are TES DIGNY- 
TIES; orrroks or ORDERS-of men n belonging to the 
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